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THE DEVELOP ENT OF FRIENDS EDUCATION IN KAlBAS

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

When Kansas was opened to pioneer movOOlents, a host
of Quakers from Indiana and other eastern states was among
the vanguard.

Though common schools, supported by taxation,

were soon instituted by many of the pioneers, secondary

schools and colleges were slow to be developed.

The

Quaker settlers, however, having been accv 9tomed to such
institutions in the East, early organized aca.dEJnies in
their settlements as a matter of course.

Many of them,

as in the case of Haviland Academy in Kiowa county, were
the first secondary schools in the region.
The problem of this thesis is to portray the
history of organized Fri ends ( Quaker) education in Kans as•
Specifically, it deals with the story of the Friends
Mission School to the Shawnee Indians; of an early
Subscription Common School; of the ten acaderni es, nine

2

controlled by the

II

Orthodox" Fri ends and one by the

"Conservative" Fri ends; and of the three colleges.

All

but two academies and two colleges are out of existence
today.
So far as has been learned this phase of educational
history in Kansas has never been written.

Some of it is

now impossible to compile because of the destruction of
records and the passing of interested persons.

Never-

theless, from scattered records and from survivors who
have first hand knowledge of early Quaker schools in
Kansas, it has been possible to reconstruct a fairly complete and accurate account of Friends education.
The source materials have been derived from the
records of the Kansas State Historical Society, the Minutes of the controlling local churches and o

the

boards of education where available, news~ aper files,
correspondence, and interviews.

Very fortunately the

author has been able to obtain photographic copies of
all the institutions discussed in this history.
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CHAPTER II
THE FRIENDS PIONEER MOVEMENT
11

Just as gigantic structures of steel rest upon

foundations far below the surface of the ground., so does
Quaker education rest upon a base which extends far into
the past.

The Society of Friends, founded in England in

the middle of the seventeenth century and spreading soon
to America, had from the first the education and right
training of youth as one of its most important objects.
George Fox, John Woolman, Henry Tuke, William Penn,
Anthony Benezet, and other early leaders urged 'the
proper education of youth' and gaining of 'us0 ul
knowledge' •
11

This emphasis on education was a natural sequence

of the belief of the Fri endS.
intense.

Their creed was simple but

They believed in close, personal communion with

God--a belief which gave rise to the famed silent meetings.
They opposed a trained ministry, believing their ministers
were called by God and the 'Inner Light' and should speak

'from the heart out'.

This led to the conclusion that 'if

they were to have no trained clergy, but were to try

5

seriously the great experiment of a priesthood of believers,
they must educate the entire membership of the Society'.
"This purpose the Fri ends brought with them to
.America and carried southward and westward in their
migrations.

From it developed what came to be known as

'the guarded education of Friends' children'.

Wishing

their children to avoid the things against which George
Fox had warned and which they themselves believed sinful-'corrupt words, corrupt speaking, idle communications,
filthy jesting, lying, cursed speaking, oaths, hating,
envy, pride' --they attempted to keep them as much as
possible from disturbing influences.

Anna Ruth Fry says

that until recent times one object of ~uaker education
was 'to form a shelter from the bad influence of the world.
The young were looked upon as tender plants unable to
stand exposure to outside ideas and temptat1 .m and the
hope was, that by a series of rules and prohibitions
they would grow up imrrune from the desire to transgress.'
The phrase 'guarded education' came to be a canmon one in
Quaker language, and expressed the purpose of Friends
wherever they might labor.

The school was definitely an

auxiliary in furthering the religious aims of the Society."
1. McDaniel, Ethel Hittle. The Contribution of the Society
of Frienas to Education in-Indiana (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1939), PP• 13, 14.

1

6

In 1812 the Friends of Ohio Yearly Meeting began
their missionary work among the Shawnee Indians at
Wapakoneta in western Ohio, and

II

thus renewed the bond

of friendship for them, vouchsafed by William Penn on
the banks of the Delaware ••••• when ••• General Lewis
removed a large part of the Shawnee tribe ••• to the rolling
prairies of eastern Kansas, and the Indian Chieftain,
weeping, said, 'We have been brothers together with you

Quakers a long time,' and, 'Although we are going far
away we do not want you to forsake us;' then it was that
this longing in the Quaker heart took up the trail
westward."

1

From 1835 to 1854 the sole motive for the

Quake~s trekking to that part of the Indian Territory
that is now known as Kansas was to assist the Indians in
the Shawnee Mission.
The Fri endS migration to Kansas for th
settling new government land began in 1854.

purpose of
They, along

with thousands of other pioneers, were heeding the

admonition of Horace Greeley to "Go West."

In that year

a segment of the vast Indian Territory was given
boundary lines and re-named the Kansas Territory by the
important Kansas -Nebraska Act.

This Act performed two

1. Fellow, Henry c. and Melissa S. Semi-Centennial~torical Sketch of Kansas Yearly Meeting of Friends
( Wichita: Fri endS Book Supply, 1921), p. 3 •

7

other significant functions.

It abrogated the Missouri

Comprornis e statute by declaring that the admission of
Kansas to the Union as a free or slave state would rest
upon the vote of the citizens residing in the Territory.
It also opened the wooded and prairie regions to settlers for pre-emption.
Friends began pouring into Kansas from the
northern States of Indiana, Ohio, end Illinois as well as
from the southern States of North CarolinR and Tennessee.
There were two primary reasons for this migration from
the North.

The Quakers always have militated against

slavery as being contrary to one of their basic t enets
of equal rights for all men of all races.

Being, there-

fore, Abolitionists and feeling it compatible with their
ideals to help keep Kansas free from slavery, they migrated
in response to a religious urge.
their sole motive.

But al tru.:· 3m was not

They also came to pre-empt their share

of the free land which was now made available by the
government.

Quakers have ever been in the vanguard of

pioneer movements clear to the Pacific coast.

There was a

third reason for the appearance of Friends from the
South.

It was to get away from sectional rivalry and

bitterness.
Their first settlement was in Springdale, Leavenworth
county, in 1854.

It was here that there was instituted in

8

the summer of 1866 the first Quaker school for white
children in Kansas and probably the first rural school
of any kind north of the Kansas river.
a "Friends Subscription School".

It was designated

Classes in the "Common

Branches" were taught in a log cabin in the timber by
Verling K. Stanley, a pioneer educator.

l

The Quaker migratory movement became a steady stream.
Because their beliefs in religious worship and practices
differed from those of other pioneers, the Friends tended
to settle in colonies.

Their first step, upon arrival,

was to organize "meetings for worship and discipline".
monthly. eating

A

was established in the Hesper community,

Douglas county, in 1864.

2

The year 1866 saw them flooding

into the south-eastern corner of the State along Spring
River in Cherokee county.

They began streaming i nto

Jewell county in 1869 and into Mitchel count./ in 1877.

local church was organized near Wichita in 1878.

A

Friends

began to shift from the Wichita area to Kiowa county in

c. and Melissa s. Semi-Centennial Historical Sketch of Kansas Yearfy Meet~of Friends (Wichita:
Friends BookSupply, 1921, p. 6.

1. Fellow, Henry

2. Stanley, S. Lindley.! History 2f_
~uaker Settlement
at Hesper, Kansas ( A thesis in Kansas tate Teachers
College Library, Pittsburg, 1937), p. 6.

9

FriendS Subscription School
1856

Photograph! c copy of a painting
by

Josephine Stanley Heiner

10

1884.

Fowler Meeting was instituted in 1900.

l

Within

forty-six years Quaker colonies were spread from border
to border of the State.

c. and Melissa S. Semi-Centennial Historical Sketch 2.f Kansas Yearly Meet~of Friends (Wichita:
Friends Book Supply, 1921), pp. 7-26.

1. Fellow, Henry

11

CHAPTER III
THE FRIENOO MISSION SCHOOL TO THE SHAWNEE INDIANS

The Shawnee Indians were a prominent bard of the
great nation of Algonquins who made the celebrated treaty
with Willirun Penn in the neighborhoos of Philadelphia in

the year 1682.

Under the provisions of this treaty and

the kindly policies of the Quakers they 11 ved 1 n contentment until the unsettled times of the French and Indian
ar. l
In 1786, by a treaty with the United States, the
Shawnees relinquished rights to all of their territory
other thane. reservation in the Northwest TerritoI'y in
what is now Ohio.

2

After many more treaties, in which

this reservation was made smaller and smaller, they chose
the present site of Wapakonnetta, Ohio, as their headquarters.

3

The Society of Friends in England sent more than
eleven thousand pounds in 1806 for the instruction of
these Ohio Indians.

By 1812 they were being taught the

1. Harvey, Henry. History of the Shawnee Indians (Cincin-

nati: Ephraim Morgan and Sons, 1855), PP• 78, 81.

2. Ibid., P• 93.
3. Kittle, Flora harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kar.sas, P• 6.

Friends Shawnee Mission

13

"arts of agriculture" and "educated in a knowledge of
letters" by schools conducted on the "manual labor system".

1

Through another treaty in 1831 the United States
agreed to purchase from the Shawnees their Ohio reservation by giving them a tract of land fifty miles square on
the

11

Kanzas 11 (Kaw) river, by paying an evaluation price

for their possessions, and by building mills on the new
reservation.

2

In this treaty the few Shawnees who lived in

Missouri as well as those of Ohio were to own the new
property.
1833.

The Ohio tribe moved in the years of 1832 and

3

Kansas, until the organization of Missouri into a
state in 1821, was without form as a part of the Louisiana
territory.

After then it had an eastern boundary.

By an

Act of Congress in 1830 it was formally defined as part
of the Indian Territory and remained so unt:

1854.

Be-

tween the years of 1830 and 1854 the principal figures in
Kansas were the regular army officer, the Indian trader,

and the missionary .

4

It was to this territory that the

Shawnees had moved.

1. Harvey, Henry. History £t th~ Shawnee Indians (Cincinnati:
]phraim Morgan and Sons, 1855), P• 144·
2. Ibid•, p. 184.
3. !bi£•, PP• 224, 230-233.

! History of Kansas ( Topeka: Caroline
E. Prentis, 1904), pp. 24, 26, 33, 35.

4. Prentis, Noble L.

14

The Indians having migrated, the Friends sold the
school property in Ohio.

Henry Harvey, who had been

superintendent of the Ohio Mission, and two others visited the Shawnees soon after their removal into Kansas
with an offer to establish a school among them.
l
the Indians consented.

To this

In 1835 the Indian committees of Bal ti more, Ohio,
and Indiana Yearly Meetings met at Mt. Pleasant, Ohio,
where they worked out a plan for the "Christian instruction and ci vili za ti on" of the Shawnees on their western
Reservation.

The plan was approved by the Secretary of

War, an:i a deputation of Friends submitted it to the In-

di ans who, in full council and in the presence of the gov-

ernment agent, gave their consent fUlly and freely and
"desired that the committee would erect buildings and open

a farm on their land with the privilege of occupying as long
as they wanted to keep school, declaring tha~ they had full
confidence in their friends, the Quakers • 11

2

Proceeds from the sale of the school and property
in Ohio, along with such gifts as the three hundred pounds
from Fri ends of London Yearly Meeting,

3

were us ed. to buy

1. Harvey, Henry. History of the Shawnee Indians (Cincinnati: Ephraim organ anctSons, 1855), P• 234°
2. Hobbs, Wilson. "The FriendS' Establishment in Kansas
Terri tory, 11 (Kansas State His tori cal Society Collections,
VO 1 • 8 , p • 2 62) •

3. Ibid.

15

a farm and erect school buildings on the new Reservation.
Henry Harvey

2

again visited the

1

hawnees to have buildings

erected in order to inaugurate a school.

3

The Mission property was laid out to include e. farm
of three hundred twenty acres, two hundred of which were
cultivatablerenowned
sas City

5

4

It was situated three miles west of the

ethodist

ission just out of what is now Kan-

and on the present location of the northeast

quarter of section 6, township 12, range 25, Johnson
county. 6 The buildings erected at the start were a
"boarding school for Indian children," a

II

commodious

meeting house, 117 stables, and a meat house.
ings were added later as needed.

s

Other build-

The school was opened

1. Harvey, Henry. Historx of the Shawnee Indians (Cincinnati: Ephraim organ andSoris, 1855), p. 234.
2. Harveyville, Wabaunsee county, Kansas, ws~ named for Henry
Harvey. (Kansas State Historical Collecti ons, vol. 13, p.348)•
3. Harvey, Henry. Histo!:l: o f ~ Shawnee Indians, P• 235.
4. Coffin, William H. "Settlement of Friends in Kansas," (KanState Historical Society Collections, vol. 7, p.324J.

s. (Kansas State

Historlcal Society Collections, vols. 2,3,p.266) ·

6. Ibid., vol. 9, footnote on p. 169.
7. The Quakers al ways ref erred to church bu! ldi ngs as meeting houses.
8. Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kansas (Publisher and date not given), p. 11.

16

i n 1837 .

1

For a few months in the winter of 1839-40 instruction was suspended

II

on account of the absence of the

teacher and the affliction of the family of the super1ntendent.n 2

What the nature of the trouble was one is

left only to guess.

In the Spring of 1840 Henry Harvey

returned with his family and a teacher to take charge of
the Mission for a two-year term and commenced a school
which, according to his report,
very interesting children.

11

was soon filled with

112

1. The author admits that one will get the impression from
reading Harvey's History of the Shawnee Indians that the
school opened in 1834. Two other sources, who give the
earlier date, have done it because of inferences from
Harvey. Hov, ever, the p eri o di cal, The Fri end, for No vem ber 18, 1837, has a report of the Indian Committee to
Indiana Yearly Meeting, signed 11 10 mo. 6th 1837 11 , recommending that instruction be given to the s ~p erintendent of the ission, "that the school be l"'Ut into operation as early as possible, under the care of a suitable
teacher, for the literary education of their (Indian)
children • • •• 11 Since Harvey writes on page 239 that II a
school was organized for near three years 11 , e.nd on page
241 that 11 The school •• -was suspended for a few months
in the winter of 1839 -40 11 , 1 t is obvious that if the
school began in 1834, as he infers elsewhere, there was
an interval of suspension which he does not recognize.
There are other data which favor the 1837 date. For
example, the statement by Wilson Hobbs that the Secretary of ar approved in 1835 the opening of the school,
and that the Indians later gave consent. This would
eliminate the date of 1834 at least.
2. Harvey, Henry, History of the Shawnee Indians, p. 241.

17

In 1845 a new building was constructed which remained standing until razed in 1917, seventy-two years
later .

1

Wilson Hobbs described it thus:

The mission house consisted of a story and a
half frame, set upon a stone wall, on a hillside, so
that the excavation formed a basement. This building stood north and south in its greatest direction.
In the basement was a large kitchen, a large dining
room, a pantry, and a cellar. In the central portion of the second story were the offices and living
rooms of the officers--in the north end was the
school room and collecting room for the boys, and in
the south end the sewing and work room for the girls.
The upper half-story was devoted entirely to sleeping apartments •• ,• .The house was very plainly furnished, with only such furniture and conveniences
as were absolutely necessary for comfort and business.2
The school was transferred in 1846 to the new building.

That year sixty-four children received instruction.

The average attendance was forty-two.

There was no vaca-

tion that season, and several "went through" arithmetic,
and some went

11

as

far as proporUon."

3

The records give no hint but what the Mission school
continued without a break until 1857.

Ill.ring this time

with occasional changes of personnel, instruction proceeded fairly uniformly.

Wilson Hobbs, who, with his wife,

1. Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shaw~ Indians in Kansas, P• 13.
2. Hobbs, Wilson.

11
The Friends' EBtablishment in Kansas
Territory," (Kansas St~ Historical Society Collections, vol. 8, P• 252.

3 . Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kans~, P• 14.

18

was a teacher from Novanber, 1850, to November, 1852, has

pictured in his personal recollections written expressly
for the Kansas State Historical Society the school during those two years. 1

One may imagine it to be similar

for other years.
For his stipend for the two-year period he and his
wife received free transportation from and to Indiana,

board and other "necessary exp ens es, 11 except clothing,
and four hundred dollars in cash.

2

In the following ac-

count he expresses his philosophy, discusses his technique, and outlines the subject-matter.
The school when I took charge of it consisted
of about forty children, all of whom were Shawnees
but one, who was a Stockbridge. These were fed,
clothed, and educated entirely at the expense of the
church. They were received without preparation, and
came ragged, covered with filth and vermin, with long
hair, and the habits of uncivilized life upon t hem,
and with no knowledge of the English language .
The service of a new pupil was to trim his hair
closely; then, with soap and water, to give him or
her the first lesson in godliness, which was a good
scrubbing, and a 11 ttle red precipitate on the scalp,
to supplement the use of a fine-toothed comb; then he
was furnished with a suit of new clothes, and taught
how to put them on and off. They all emerged from
this ordeal as shy as pea.cocks just plucked. A new
English name finished the preparation for the alphabet and the English language. The children were
not allowed to speak the Shawnee language among them1. Hobbs, Wilson. "The Friends' Establishment in Kansas
Territory , 11 ( Kansas State His tori cal Society Collections, vol. 8, P• 250.

19

selves except when absolutely necessary. The object
of this rule 1was to force the knowledge and use of
the English upon Sll as soon as possible. Our
school books were all in this language. Our people
never made a translation into the Shawnee tongue.
Doctor Barker, superintendent of the ba.wnee Baptist
Mission, translated the New Testament scriptures
into the Shawnee tongue, and printed the book hims elf, but I think it did very 11 ttl e service.
It
could only be read by those who had been taught
in the schools and these had all been taught the
&lglisb.
The progress made by the children in learning was very fair. Except on Saturday and Sunday,
they were kept in school six hours each day.
When not in school, it was my duty to have
the boys at such work about the house or ferm as
was needed to be done, and the girls were under
the care of my wife in the sewing room, except
such as were detailed for dining room and kitchen
work.
he fact is worthy of observation that the
boys did not like to work, and the hardest part
of my duty was to keep them at it. Besides this,
it took a great stretch of forbearance on the
part of their parents and Indian friends to be
pleased at seeing them work. An Indian man must
make a great stride toward civilization, yes, i ri
civilization, before he can crown labor with his
respect.
1

The course of study embraced reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, and English grammar;
and should any desire to push their learning beyond this course, they were sent by order of the
committee 1 n charge to nei ghborhoodS of the
FriendS in Ohio or Indiana, where they might have
the opportunities of the better white schools and
of civilized society. Very many of the older pupils accepted these privileges, and remained away
from their people two or three years. .Among these
I ran ember the names of Lewis Doherty and Joseph
DeShane. It was very much desired that some of
these might qualify themselves for teachers in
the mission school, but the Indian traits were
never sufficiently stamped out of any of them to
make suitable examples for the children.

20

It was a source of great sorro to us that,
after years of car fUl instruction and training at
the mission , the society of their people outside
so easily led them away from what they had learned
and adopted . But day by day the ork as done
amid hopes and fears, with little present proof of
good done, but believing that the years to c~me
would gather a harvest from our seed-so ing.
Rich rd and Sarah Mendenhall, who taught in the Mission frcm 1846 to 1849,

2

wrote a report of their work 1 n

1849 illustrating instruction

the domestic arts . "

11

1n the use of letters and

The following is an excerpt.

First day 3 school has been regularly kept up,
and the children exercised in Scripture quotations
and Barclay's Catechism .4 Also there has been made
about 500 pounds of butter, 600 pounds of cheese,
1 . Hobbs, Wilson. "The Friends'
tablishment in Kansas
Territory," (Kansas State Historical Society Collections,
1903-1904, vol. 8, pp. 252, 253, 260). ilson Hobbs
wrot this for the ociety in November, 1884.
2 . Kansas His tori cal Quarterly, 1939, vol. 8, fo tnote to
p. 20.

3 . Because the days of the week are nam dafter pagan
deities , the early Quakers never said, 11 onday, Tuesday,"
etc . They called them First Day, econd Day, etc.
First Day, therefore, meant unday.

4 . Robert Barcley was a Quaker Theologian who wrote in the
eventeenth Century. His Catechism was ri tt en in 1673.
From an 1843 edition ( note bi bliogrnphy) I quote the ensuing et random.
11
Q. How doth God rev al this kno 1 dge7" ( Of eternel life) •
"A . For God, ho commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hat shined in our hearts, to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus
Christ. 2 Cor. 4:6
(From page 9)
"Q. Is this Christ 1 thin, the mystery of God and hope
of glory, which the apostle pre ch d?
11
A. To whom God would maJ e known what is the riches of
the glory of this myst ry among the Gentil s; wr~ch i ,
Christ in you the hope of glory, whom e preach. (p .19)

21
84 poundS of wool spun, 42 yards of linsey woven
blankets, 32 yards of rag carpet, and a piece of
linsey for dresses made; over 50 pairs of stockings knit., 130 garments made up for the girls
and over 100 for the boys; 50 sheets and towels,
etc., for house use; one beef, 7000 pounds of
pork, salted on the farm; over 60 acres of corn
and other vegetables cultivated; 56 children in
school, 30 of whom can read the Scriptures., and
seem more interested in reading them than in any
other book; most can write and cipher; 20 can
read and spell easy lessons; 6 are in the alphabet.l
As one would e.Jq:>ect from a mission school and as

was included in Richard

endenhall' s report., the Bible

and the teachings of Christi eni ty had a prominent place
in the educational program.

From the start the super-

intendents were instructed by the home churches to have
"portions of the Holy Scriptures read daily in the
school and in the family., and to talte particular care
to instruct the Indian children in the doctrines and
precepts of the Gospel •112
The reactions to this teaching are delineated by
Wilson Hobbs.

Said he:

A considerable number were brought under conviction, and embraced the doctrines of the Gospel, but
no provision having been made by our Year]¥ Meeting for their reception in membership with Friends,
they united themselves with the Baptist and Methodist
churches. Some of the Shawnees, however., continued

1. Hobbs, Wilson. 11 The Friends' Establishment in Kansas
Territory.," Kansas State Historical Society Collections,
1903-1904., vol. 8, P• 262.
2. Ibi ct.
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to a. tt end the Fri ends ' mee ting, e. nd in 18 52
an Indian by the name of Kako, not feeling at
11 berty to join with either of these societies made
application to the committee, and was finally received into membership by Friends of Miami monthly
meeting (Ohio), Bnd during the remainder of his
life his condUft and conversation were circumspect
and exemplary.
It seems peculiar that the Friends would make such
effort to convert the Indians, but dis courage their
menbership into the church.

However, in that period of

Fri ends history it was di ff 1 c uJ. t even for whi te men
to become members.

The Quakers even had the custan of

disowning any of their members who married outside of
the church.
Although Baltimore, Ohio, and Indiana Yearly
eetings financed the l'ission at first, shortly after
the work among the Shawnees had been established, the
Indiana Yearly ~1eeting assumed the whole work end
carried it to the end. 2

After the first year or two

no less than one thousand dollars a year was sent from
the Fri ends back East.

1'.o charge we.s made to the

Indians.

1. Hobbs, Wilson. 11 The Friends' F.stablishment in Kansas
Territory. Kansas State rtistorical Society Collections, 1903-1904, vol. 8, p. 262.

2. Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kansas, P• 12.
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The surplus ccmmodities from the farm were sold to aid
in meeting expenses.

1

The year 1854 saw the beginning of a great transition which affected the Mission and all of Kansas.
the first place the Shawnees made another treaty

In
1th

the United States, by the provisions of which they sold
all of their lands to the government, except the eastern
part of their reservation--a tract twenty-five or thirty
miles in extent, from which were to be selected two hundred acres of land for each man, woman, and child of the
tribes, to be secured to them individually by the government.

The treaty also secured to Fri enas the use of the

three hundred twenty acres of land, for the benefit of
the school so long as it might be continued.

Should the

school be discontinued, the land and the improvanents
were to be appraised separately and sold, the ,

ue

of

the land to be paid to the Indians and the value of the
improvements to be paid to the Friends.

2

It was also in 1854 that the Kansas-Nebraska Bill
was passed abrogating the Missouri Compromise of 1820,
which had prohibited slavery north of the line 36°30'.
1. From an article published in the New York Tribune, June
28, 1854, and quoted in the Kansas State Historical
Society Collections, 187 5-1881, vols. I and II, p. 288 •
2. Hobbs, Wilson. 11 The Friends' Establishment in Kansas
Territory," Kansas State W.storical Society Collections,
1903-1904, vol. 8, p. 262.
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This had included Kansas territory.

The new Act left the

question of slavery or no slavery to the people when they
should frame their State Constitution.

It defined the

boundary of Kansas Territory and gave to it the name of
Kansas.

It also provided that lands acquired from the
Indians were to be open to public settlement. 1
The natural consequence was a heated rivalry of
migration between the pro-slavery South and the antislavery North.

In an attempt to drive out the opposing

factions a reign of terror was instituted.

Some leaders

in this were the pro-slavery Missourians who lived just
across the line.

They often made raids into Kansas to

terrorize the anti-slavery settlers, and were known as
Bo rd er Ruff i ens •
The combination of the slavery question and th
sale of a pa.rt of the land by the Indians caused a
decrease in school e.ttendance.2 The reign of terror led
to a temporary closing of the Mission in 1857.

Flora

Harvey Kittle relates the incident which brought it about.
One day in .August several children were taken
out of school by their parents who gave as the
reason, that they feared an attack on the mission
••• The day following the removal of those children ••• a posse of eighteen anned men rode into
1. Prentis, Noble L. A History of Kansas ( Topeka: Caroline
E. Prentis, 1904) pp. 42, 43-,-45.
2. Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indi ens in Kansas, P • 17 •
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the mission door-yard. They had thrown down the
fence and made their way through the farm to the
barn. There they had found all the horses harnessed ready for work in the field. They cut the
harness in pieces and threw it on the ground, put
saddles on the hors es, and led them out with the
ones they were riding. The superintendent went
out to remonstrate with them, and to entreat
them to leave him one horse that he might go to
Westport, a village six miles distant to bring
a doctor for his wife who was then lying sick in
the house. He was cursed and abused by the man
who called him a 'nigger stealer' and the leader, pointing a gun into his face, ordered him
to leave, or, said he, 'this is only a beginning of what you may look for!'
It was useless
to reply and the superintendent went in. The
men told John Denny, the farm assistant, that
if he appeared again they would shoot him
down. They took all the cattle and such provisions and property as they could get away with.
As they started away with their booty, they
found one horse that would not answer their purpose. One of the band suggested that they leave
that one. 'No!' yelled one of the ruffians, and
shot it down in the road. The supe r1 ntenden t and
family and Martha Townsend, teacher, left as
soon as possible for their homes in Indiana, and
for a time the mission was broken up. John Denny
and wife remained to care for the premises, bu "'
no further trouble took place.l
The school was reopened in the same year.

By this

time the school had been undergoing a gradUal change in
character and became properly a school for Indian orphan
children.

In 1854, though refusing no Shawnee child,

the school had rec~ived. and given instruction to child en from Wyandotte, Stockbridge, Ottawa, Seneca, and
1. Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kansas, pp.
17, 18.
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Brotherton tribes •
phans except two.

1

All children in attendance were or-

The Indians were now being urged to sell their lands
and move to the Oklahoma Territory.

It was necessary that

FriendS procure a title to the ground at the mission in
order to save their improvements.

No time was to be lost.

Simon D. Harvey went before the tribal council and made an
offer of five hundred dollars, the title to be ma.de over
to a committee named to hold the ground for the Yearly
Meeting.

It was accepted and his action was ratified by

the Meeting later.

2

From 1863 on the school barely existed.
ports to the Yearly

Annual re-

eating reveal that in 1863 all per-

sonal property except buildings were sold and the school
discontinued.

Soon afterwards the Shawnee chiefs and

Council became desirous for a school for their orphan
children, offering to pay the expense by an appropriation
from their school fund.

They contracted to pay eighty

dollars per scholar per annum for boarding, clothing, tuition, and medical attendance for a number not to exceed
fifty. 3
1. Hobbs, Wilson. "The Friends' Establishment in Kansas Territory," State Historical Society Collections, P• 263.
2 . Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kansas, P• 20.
3. Hobbs, Wilson. "The Friends' Establishment in Kanae.a Territory," Collections, pp. 263, 264.
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Again the school closed in 1864, "owing to great
advances in the price of every article necessary for
the support thereof, the chiefs and council not being
willing at that time to advance the price. 111

By 1865

a change was made in the council, and the school was
opened to receive forty Shawnee children "to board,
clothe, furnish medical attention, and teach ordinary
branches of English education, for the sum of $31 .25
per quarter .n
The Indian Committee reported to the Yearly
Meeting in J.868 that the Shawnees desired to terminate
the contract.

Continues the report:

dren in the school are orphans.

11

ost of the chil-

Many of them w1 thout

home or frienis to take care of them, if deprived of a
home at the mission.

The committee, therefore, feels

the importance and necessity of endeavoring tc maintain
a school or asylum for such children, to such extent at
least as can be sustained by the farm."
The report for 1869 continues the story of vacillation.

11

The school closed in Novanber, 1868, and most

of the children were withdrawn.
mained.

Such as had no home re-

The council soon afterwards desired it be

1. Hobbs, Wilson. 11 The Friends' Establishment in Kansas
Territory," Kansas State Historical Society Collections, 1903-1904, vol. 8, P• 264.
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reopened under the same contract, and this was done in
January, 1869, and continued to do well until April,
when the council again che.nged its mind, and the school

was closed.

This vacillation on the part of the council was

not on account of any dissatisfaction with the school, but
on account of some consideration relating to the title
to the mission farm. 111
The report of 1870:

"The Yearly 1eeting directed

Levi wooctard and Eli Vestal to sell all the property
belonging to the mission and close up its affairs in Kansas; and to pay all monies to the Yearly Meeting treasurer.

All property was sold at public sale, November 11,

1870, except the grain which was not "in condition for

market."
Thus ended

II

The Fri ends Shawnee Labor School. 11

The building s to Od until

arch 1, 1917, when i t was torn

down and the oak and walnut timbers were used L . the construction of a new modern residence.

2

1. Hobbs, Wilson. "The Friends'

Es t,ablishment in Kansas
Territory," Kansas State Historical Society Collections, 1903-1904, vol. 8, pp. 264, 265.

2. Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kansas, P• 5.
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CHAPTER IV

F I ENDS SECONDARY EDUCATION

Friends academies have been dying one by one
until only two are functioning.

How long these two

will continue, no one can say.

However, in general,

that type of an institution belongs to a past era.
Their philosophies, customs, and cha.racteristi cs wi 11
soon be forgotten.

It is with the thought of preserv-

ing a composite picture of the aims and techniques of
that period that this chapter is written.
Moral Aims
The Quakers had definite reasons other than s cholasti c for the maintenance of their academies.

When Havi -

land Quarterly Meeting took over the Haviland Academy,
they wrote into Article 1 of their constitution this declaration:

11

The Academy shall be continued as a school of

Academic grade in which shall be taught the higher branches preparatory to enter college, morality in its truest
sense, the principles and doctrines of the Society of
Griends, and our faith in our Lord and Saviour Jesus

30

Christ . "

1

Service to humanity was the aim announced by
Haviland Academy in an advertising circular for 19071908 .

Specifically, it was "to train the young people

who attend in such a way that they may become useful,
Christian citizens and thus be a power for good."
Character was thought to be a noble goal.

2

The

Haviland Catalogue for 1896-97 had inserted between
its covers, "we believe that character is more than
scholarship ; that education is a failure that does
not send into the world men and women of correct habits
and principles . " 3

The Grellet Catalogue stated it nearly

the same by saying, "A good character, of which morality
and religion are ifl'¥)ortant factors, is more than
s chola.rship •11 4
The Kansas Yearly Meeting Superintendent

c~

Edu-

cation had received anmial reports in 1889 from
Tonganoxie, Hesper, Grellet, Northbranch, and Washington
academies.

He made a digest from those reports of the

moral aims given by these institutions.

It is as

1 . Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, 1906-1916,
p .1 .

2. Ibi d. , An advertising circular pasted on the front cover.
3 . Haviland Academy, Catalogue, 189 6-97, p. 9.
4 . Gr elle t Academy., Catalogue, 1890-91, P• 3.

follows:
The church as urged to protect herself by
fostering that kind of education that will give
strength and influence; that kind that will tend
to remove prejudice, and add to our faith, knowledge,
because founded and grounded upon the Book of
books, that unimpeachable authority, the source
of ultimate appeal on all subjects whereon there
is found a 'Thus Saith the Lord.' The need of
thorough mental training for every one, regardless
of calling, vocation, or profession, was emphasized.
Of all qualifications for any station in life,
character must be held as the first, the highest,
the noblest; life-work demands intelligence, an
educated judgment, and a tender and enlightened
conscience. Home-circles will be elevated, purified,
and ennobled by proper intellectual culture; and
mind power will always be effectual for good if
directed in the right channel. The highest train1 ng possible 1s not too good for any man. 'Seek first
the Kingdom of God and his Righteousness and all necessary things will be added.'
Quality for life and life-work, and the position of trust or honor will seek out for its place
him who possesses the qualifications for its work.
Let the highest aim be to make the~, after
which give him his work, assign him his plac e .
Build right the superstructure, but above a ~l, be
sure there is laid well the foundation-work.
Life, to be successful in the highest sense, must
be begun aright. Intellectual character should
ennoble character, and prove of great value in
the prosecution of the Lord's work.l
Financial MethodS
Always the foremost problem was the financial one.
Friends were taught from infancy that debts were things
1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1889, minute 30.

32

to be avoided.

This philosophy held over into the

financing of church projects.

They proceeded cautiously

in their plans for the opening of academies.

It was the

Tonganoxie Meeting that instructed the school corrnnittee
to begin erecting a building only after $2000 was
subscribed, and never to go beyond what could be obtained by voluntary subscription, "as the Meetiq; will
not be responsible for any debt contracted by the committee in the prosecution of the work. 01

Northbranch

would not permit its directors to contract debts above
the amount of ~500, "exclusive of teachers' wages. 112
Two common procedures were followed to f1 nance
the establishment of an institution.

One was to pass a

subscription paper from person to person for each to
write his name and the amount he would subscribe.

3

The

other was to organize a cotl)Oration of stockho , ders with
capital stock, as in the case of Northbranch, of $1000
4
composed of shares at five dollars each.
Early pioneer days were

II

boom" days.

Nearly every

11 ttle town expected to build up into a thriving c1 ty •
1. Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, May 26, 1883.
2. Northbranch Academy Boa.rd of Trustees, Minutes, p. 14.
3. Interview with Frank
uary 1 1 1941.

c.

Brown, Haviland, Kansas, Jan-

4. Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, September 17, 1889.
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Occasionally an academy association, having been donated some land, would plat it into building lots.

They

planned to sell these at increased prices and use the
revenue for academy purposes. Washington,
and Lowell3 used this technique.

1

Northbranch,

2

Since the Quakers were a rural people, the ebb
and flow of academy successes depended on farm crop conditions.

After a good yield and good prices school re-

ports oozed with optimism, but if the reverse became
true, then a special struggle was made to carry on.
It was in times of depression tha t eyes were
turned to the Quakers of the

a.stern states, particular-

ly Philadelphia, and of Dlgland.

Haviland sent Elvira

Parker, whose report is recorded in another chapter,
to the Ea.st. 4 Washington Academy received a.id from
Englana. 5 Tonganoxie sent one of their bo e d members
to England, who, upon his return, turned over $1154
1. Interview by Miss Berry of Friends University with
Henry c. Fellow, Wichita, Kansas, Janua ry 30, 1941.
2. Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, July
6, 1893.
3. Correspondence with J. H. Morgan, Hardtner, Kansas,
March 19, 19 41.
4. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, 1892-1906,
p. 23.

s. Kansas Yearly eeting, Minutes, 1900, minute 24.
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to the school. 1
To stir up local enthusiasm for greater giving
11

booster" meetings were held with special speakers.

:Edgar Stranahan of FriendS University spoke to such a
2
meeting at Northbranch .
At one time Northbranch
solicited the names of twenty people who v.ould pay
twenty dollars each 11 for the support of the school
3
the coming year."
At another time a teacher was to be
hired for three hundred dollars for the year

11

provided

that twenty persons can be secured to pay five per cent
each of the deficit •114

Fowl er recorded that twenty-one

heads of familioo subscribed from five dollars to thirty dollars per year for five years. 5 Occasionally when
a man felt unable to pay his subscripUon, he requooted
the church or the board of trustees to be released
from bis obligation.

This was not always gr .nted6 .

1. Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, August 29 , 1885,
and November 27, 1886.
2. Northbranch

nthly Meeting, M!Eutes, July 25, 1908.

3. Northbranch Acadany Board of Trustees, Minutes, May 6,
1893.

4. Ibid., August, 1903.
5. Fowler tenthly Meeting, Minutes, April 24, 1909.
6. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, December
19, 1892, and March 25, 1893.
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Though tuition revenue contributed to the support
of teachers, in depression years it was far below · par.
For one to teach in these times was a monetary gamble.
Even at that, it may occasionally have stood between anployment and unanployment for the teacher.

But boards

did not want to obligate thanselves, so teachers were
left to take their chances.
Miss Mccarroll of Haviland was offered a teaching

position providing she would accept one-fourth of her
salary at the close of each term, and the remaining
half by September 1 of the following year. 1 Principal
Styles of Haviland proposa:i to the board that if it
would pay him and his assistant

11

$460 by the end of

the year, they would wait for the balance of salary till
after harvest without interest." 2
During drouth years the principal ofter agreed to
take the sole responsibility of op trating the academy
upon the receipt of the tuitions.

J. E . McMeen was

hired at Haviland after presenting the following worded
apPli cation:

1. Haviland Acadeny Board of Trustees, Minutes, 1902-1906,
January 12, 189 4.

2. Ibid., December 28, 1893.
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Ha vi 1 and , Ks • , Aug • 17th, '9 4 •
To the Honorable Board of Trustees of
Haviland Academy:
I offer you herewith a proposition to conduct
the usual school in your Academy, for the ensuing
year, according to the following conditions.
To wit: I will undertake to instruct, (personally
or by a competent assistant) in all the branches
named in the curriculum of this Academy, ( except
German) and with the addition of Vo cal Music.
I will give the interests of the school my
sole and undivided attention, and will endeavor
in every way possible to build up the ira titution,
as a school, and as an influence for right and
intelligence in the canmunity.
I will pay all the expenses of the school for
the time herein named, and will make as liberal
purchases of sup Plies as the stringency of the
times will warrant.
In consideration for said services and
expenditure, I shall expect that all fees for the
tuition given during said term shall inure to
and be collected by myself, on my own risk, and
responsibility; and that the same made payable
monthly in the sum of Two and so/100 dollars per
month for each pupil.
Respectfully submitted, J.E. McMeen. 1
Occasionally the agreements between the bo rd and
the teachers became quite complicated.
protect the board.

Thi s was done to

A contract in Haviland for 1907

guaranteed to the principal to

II

fur rJ.sh building, fuel.,

janitor, necessary incidentals, competent assistant
(fl,
"
••• • • • satisfactory board, and····~325.

She was further

guaranteed all the tuitions to the amount of $60 per
month if the income equaled that much.
per month was to go to the board.

All over $ 60

However, 1 f the

1 . Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Mi nut es, 1892-1906,
facing p. 20. Mr. c een was not e. Quaker. If he had
been, he would not have used the word II Honorable".
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income was enough to pay her t60 per month, she was
to pay for fuel and incidentals "from the excess above
~55 per month in the proportion of expense for each
1
11

excess,

and to board hers elf •

An agreement with a Haviland principal for 1905-06
made him responsible for collecting the tuition.

How-

ever, on all the money he failed to get, the board was
to lose fifty per cent and he to lose fifty per cent.

2

The opposite occurred at Northbranch, where, if there
was a surplus, 1 t was to be divided equally between the
board and the teachers "after paying al 1 exp ens es of the
school."

3

Prosperity and depression were indicated by
teachers• salaries.

For Northbranch the principal re-

ceived $400 in 1904-05; $800 in 1914-15; and $1125 in
1921-22.

4

The most dependable source of income was the
tuition revenue.

In "hard times" tuitions were

1. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Mi nut es, 1892-1906,
facing page 21.

2. Ibid., July 13, 1905.
3. Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, March
24, 1890.
4. Ibid., p. 203.
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difficult to collect .

One year Northbranch gave students

time on their tuition payment by allowing them to give
notes "approved by the treasurer. 111

In 1881, Thomas

Wells, of England, made a bequest in his will of $1000
to Kans as Yearly Meeting for inr es tment.
from the fund were to be

II

The proceeds

apPli ed towardS the education

of younger members of said Yearly Meeting, in limited
circumstances, at a boarding or other school under the
charge of said Yearly Meeting."
availed itself of this fund.

Courses

2

Haviland Academy

3

or

Study

In the early day there was no State prescribed
course of study .

Colleges set certain requirements for

ent rance to which the academies had to atta:i

"1·

Other-

wise academy graduates were corrq,elled to take collegeentrance examinations.

Apparently the requirements

differed some with different colleges.

Before 1898,

the nearest Quaker colleges were Penn college at

1 . Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees,
ber 1 7, 1889 •

inutes, Septem-

2. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1881, minute 36.
3 . Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, January 3,
1898 .
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Os kaloos a , Iowa, and Earlham college at Richmond, Indiana .

Friends University was established later et

Wichita, Kans as.
At first, the academy courses were prepared by

At the founding

the board of trustees and the principal.

of Haviland Academy a committee of three from the Board
of Trustees was appointed to prepare a course of study.
After the new principal arrived in the comrrunity, "the
matter was reconsidered and a curriculum outlined by the
principal

was

adopted •111

Likely the principal knew better

what the college requiremonts were.

Northbranch ap-

pointed a committee of the board to advise wit h the
principal regarding a course of study and text books.
One year, apparently, the principal made a change of
his own , for the board minutes read,

11

:Moved and seconded

we reserve the right to dictate in changes

c.:

text

books . 112
Tonganoxie reported in 1888,

11

In order that

students be properly prepe.red for college one yea r of
French has been added to the course." 3

Grellet stated

in the 1890-91 Catalogue, "Special attention will be
1 . Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, 1892-1906,
pp. 2-4 .

2.

orthbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, August
11, 1898.

3 . Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, August 31, 1889.
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given those who are preparing to enter college •••• students
who desire to enter Kansas Wesleyan University will be
admitted to that institution without further examination
on the presentation of a certificate signed by the
Principal of the Academy. 111
2

The Fri ends College Association
mittee of three, in 1893, to

11

appointed a com-

prepare and present to

the Boards of the several Academies a uniform course
of study, and encourage by letter the adoption of the
same as early as practicable."

3

The course which was

worked out was prepared to ''fully fit for admission without condition, to Earlham or Penn college, which when
completed by any student shall entitle him to receive
the endorsement of his Academy diploma, by the Executive
Board of this Association, and their aid in ente ring
college in whatever manner they have power t v assist·"

4

After FriendS University wa.s founded ( 1898) this course
was to be "revised and made uniform," preparatory to
1. Grellet Academy., Catalogue, 1890-91, P• 5.

2. This Association is described in the chapter on Friends
University.

3. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1893, minute 82.
4 • I bi d • , 1B 9 6 , p • 7 0 •
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that institution.

1

A few academies must have anticipated

these proposals, for Haviland, in its 1896-97 Catalogue,
stated that its course of study had been "so arranged
that our graduates can enter the freshman year of any
college."

2

The annual reports, in 1898, from Hesper, Tongan-

oxie, Northbranch, Washing ton, Lowell, and Ravi land
academies revealed that their courses of study

11

fully

prepare for en trance to the Freshman year 1 n our Fri endS'
colleges and various other higher institutions of
Kansas."

3
II

In 188 6-87, Tonganoxie offered

a regular

Acadanic course of study of two years above the
common branches, 11 arranged so that

II

students on gradua-

tion therefrom" might enter Fri ends "higher institutions
w1 thout examinations".

4

A report in the Kans as Yearly

Meeting Minutes showed that eligibility to enter college
was based on three full years of work
5
common branches 11 •

II

above the

1. Kans as Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1898, minute 27.
2. Haviland Academy, Catalogue, 189 6-97, p. 2.
3. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1898, minute 27.

4. Ibid., 1887, minute 26.

s.

!bid•, 1898, minute 27.

Grellet exceeded the demands in 1893-94 by advertising a four year Academic course. 1 Northbranch
reached four years by 1902-03.
Haviland still had only three.

2

In the same year

3

In a three year course the class es were named
either First, Second, and Third Year; or Freshman,
Junior, and Sero.or.

The Sophomore class was omitted.

4

By the turn of the century the acadanies were

feeling the 1 nfluence of Science.
that

11

Haviland announced

in order to meet the demands being made upon

academies, we have arranged both a classical and
scientific course of study."

The change was not

voluntary, for the catalogue continued,

11

All s tu den ts

preparing themselves , for college pursue the cle.ssi cal
course, and it is advisable even when a college course
is not contempla ted 11

•

The difference betwer n the

courses was made clear in that t1The Scientific course
has been arranged for those who do not wish the fUll
Latin course". 5 It develops, however, that the only
1. Grel 1 et Academy, Catalogue, 1893-9 4, p. 10 •

2. Northbranch Acadany, Catalogue, 1902-03, P• 4.
3. Haviland Academy, Catalogue, l~0l-1902.

4. Ibid.

5. Ibid., 189 6-97, p. 2.
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actual difference was that in a scientific course the
student studies, one term each, zoology, geology, and
politi.cal economy, instead Of third-year Latin.

In both

the classical ( college entrance) and scientific ( terminus)
courses the student necessarily studied two years of
1
Latin and one year of German.
The course offered by Grellet for 1890-92 was
as follows.

Though Gennan was not taught that year, it

was shortly afterwards.
First Year
First Term: Algebra--Ray's
Book-Keeping--Bryant and Stratton
Civil Government
Second Terni:Algebra
Physical Geography
Rhetoric
Third Term: Algebra
Physical Geography
Rhetoric
Second Year
First Term: Philosophy - Geometry--Olney' s
General History
Second Tenn:Philosophy
Geometry
Latin
General History
Third Term: Geometry
Latin
English History
Third Year
First Term: Geometry
Latin
English Literature
1 . Haviland Academy, Catalogue, 1901-02.
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Second Term:Trigonometry
Latin
Elocution
Third Term: Surveying
Latin
Mental Sci ence1
Academies in the early day universally offered
Normal courses to those preparing to teach in the
common schools.
anyone

II

Northbranch in 1902-03 maintained that

who has thoroughly mastered the Common School

branches" could graduate from their Normal course in
two years.

2

In a three-year course Grellet Academy

boasted that it

II

embraces all the work given in the

first three years at the State Normal School, and
gives its graduates advanced standing in that institution11.

This was in 1893-94.

The special pedagogical

subjects offered were arithmetic, bookkeeping , parsing,
reading, declamation, penmanship, essay, comp osition, pol1tical economy, psychology, and school economy.

3

The Spring Term in the acadenies ranged from
March to .May or from April to June.

This term was well

attended by teachers who had completed their term in
the rural schools and wished to enroll for review work
1 . Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1890-91, P• 6.
2 . Northbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03, P• 7.
3 . Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1893-94, PP· 9, 11.
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and further study. This was true of the Washington
1
The Grellet Academy directors reported
Acadany, too.
that the Spring term of their institution "will afford
an excellent opportunity for review to those who are now
engaged in teaching or they can take advanced studies
and thus prepare themselves for a higher grade certificate. 112
Business courses became popular by 1905.
in 1902, hailed

11

Northbranch,

a new practical business course •••••

the 'Learn to do by Doing' method--the Ellis' tablet
system--in which the student carries on an imaginary
business, writing receipts, drawing checks, drafts, etc.,
as though he were in actual business".

3

Both vocal and piano music courses were always
anphasized by the academies.

Grammar Department

Every academy operated a grammar department in
which the

II

common branches" were taught.

cle.ssifi ed the Freshman year

II

Northbranch

together with the

1 . Washington county Register, July 12, 1935.

2 . Walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting,
1889 .

inutes, February 16,

3 . Northbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03, p. 7.

_,
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necessary preparatory studies

II

as its grammar di visi on. 1

Grellet' s grammar department was "designa:I to give a
thorough knowledge of the branches taught in the Common
Schools of the State".

It went further by stating that

the purpose of this department was "to prepare students
who have never taught for procuring their first certifi ce.tes".

2

In 1888 the Tonganoxie Academy reached as far
down as the second and first grade.
(Conservative) Academy taught the
termediate11 pupils.

4

and three in 1880-81.

11

3

The Spring River

primary1' and

11

in-

Grellet taught grades one, two,
5

Philosophies of FAucaU on

The early catalogues indicate very interesting
philosophies in education.
The study of Latin was upheld as a

11

basis for

1. Northbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03, P• 9.
2. Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1890-91, P• 4.

3. Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, November 24, 1888.
4. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Biennial

Reports, 1887-88.

5. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1881, minute 53.
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the subsequent study of other languages" •

was made that

II

1

A declaration

one cannot know his own language thor-

oughly without knowing much of some other language" .2
The benefits derived from mathematics were "self re11 ence and thoroughness".

sized. 4

One school had

11

3

Mental arithmetic was empha-

daily quotaUons from litera-

ture in the school to awaken a lively interest in our
best authors and '\..heir thoughts 11
that the study of

11

•

5

It was believed

descriptive astronomy 11 "cultivated

the faculty of observing" •6
The Grellet Academy management assured prospective
7

students that the library was "free to all pupils" •
Haviland announced that "report cards are given to

each student at the end of each term, whereby parents
or guardians may receive a faithful report of t h e

1. Haviland Academy, Catalogue, 1901-02.
2. Northbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03, p.a.
3. Ibid.

4. Grellet Acadercy, Catalogue, 1890-91.
5. Northbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03 , P• 7.
6. Haviland Academy, Catalogue, 1901-02.
7. Grell et Acadany, Catalogue, 1890-91, p. 4.
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stud ent ' s stendi ng in scholarship and deportment.
The passing grade is 80.

In estimating the value of

examine ti on papers, besides the quality of the answers,
structure of sentences, neatness of paper , spelling,
punctuation, penmanship, and proper use of capitals
are all considered.

Examinations will not be given to
l
those who are not students" .

In the nineties the charges for board and

tuition were fairly uniform in the acadeni es.

The cost

for attending Grellet in 1894-95 was as follo s:
Tuition, paid in advance:
Fall term, 14 weeks

';7 .so

7.oo

Winter term, 12 weeks
Spring term, 10 weeks

6 .50

Rocms to accommodate two students,
furnished complete, per week, for each
s tu dent
• 50
Furnished with bedStead, mattress, stove,
table and chairs
.25
Unfurnished
. 12½
Board, at table, per week
Per school week (15 meals)
Entire expense for one year

1 . Haviland Acadany, Catalogue, l896-g7, p. 10.
2 . Gr el let Acad any, Catalogue, 189 3-9 4, p. 16 .

2.00

1.so2
105 .oo
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School Terms

One will rave already no~iced that a school year

was divided into three terms.

Grellet followed the

ensuing schedule for 1894-95:
Calendar
1894

S~ tanber 18 - - - - - - Fall t enn begins
December 21- - - - Fal 1 t enn ends

Vacation of ten days
1895

Jaruary 1- - - arch 22

Winter term begins
- - Wint er tenn ends

Vacation of ten days

April 2June 7 -

- - - - Spring + e rrn begins
- - - - Spring t erm ends
Summer vacation

l

Student Soli c1 tation

Since students meant tuition revenue, and since
tuition revenue meant running expenses, there was
extensive advertising for students.

Havi 1 and ran a

1 . Grell et Acadany, Catalogue, 1893-94, p • 5.
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double column, eleven-inch advertisement in the weekly
Kiowa County Signal, published at Greensburg.

It was

o rded as fo 11 ows:
Teachers,
of Kiowa, and surrounding counties:
Do you wish to attend some school
this spring?
Attend the
Haviland Acadany,
Spring Term opens arch 26th, 1894
It is the aim of the Acad any to give thorough
instruction in all the branches of its Course of
Study.
Think whether it will pay you to incur the
added e::xp ens e of getting to one of the state
schools when you can get the same instruction so
near home.
Course of Study
The Acad any do es not off er a college course, but
it teaches e.11 branches necessary for making
efficient teachers in our public schools, county or
c1 ty.
Neither 1s 1 t simply a preparatory school. With
the 1 dea of furnishing a more general education it
offers for study some branches well up in a ,ollege
course.
eviews
While 1 t is desirable for students to enter at
the beginning of terms, those who wish only for
reviews can enter profitably at any time during
the term, aa the entire work of each term is reviewed at its close.
The Academy
usic
now has an efficient teacher in imtrumental
and vocal music, and students can obtain instruction in either of these at very reasonable cost.
The management of the Acadeny will welcome all
students at any time and endeavor to mal e their
stay pleasant and p rofi table. Tuition for the
Spring Term is but p.so.
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For catalogues or arry inform a.ti on regarding
boarding, etc . , address,
The Principal
Haviland, Kansas •1
Northbranch, upon preparing to op en the Academy,
had five hundred hand bills circulated.

They repeated

the performance before the opening of the second year.
They also appointed committees to solli cl.t students.

2

pring River (Conservative) Acadt'1Tly ran the
following advertisement in The Wes tern Fri end, a religious
paper that circulated extensively in the F.astern states.
Thia School, for the guarded Religious and
Literary edU ca ti on of our you th, is under the care
of Spring River Quarterly Meeting of Friends. Its
lo ca ti on is healthful and pleasant; bearding-house
connection with the School, where good board,
including all 11 ving exp ens es, can be obtained for
$2 . 00 per week. Fall Term begins 9th rvonth 17,
1883. For further information and terms, address,
H. S. Harvey, Principal, Quakervale, Kansas. 3

Catalogues

The annual publication of descriptive catalogu ES
for distribution to prospective students was prevalent.
1. Haviland Acadeny Board of Trustees,

inutes, 1892-1906;
a copy of the advertisement is pasted on the inner cover.

2 . Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, September 17, 1889, and November 29, 1889.
3. The West~rn Friend, September, 1883.
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Thea e manuals 11s ted the names of tl

board of trus toos

and the faculty, and usually gave a rost r of tl e students
and alumni .

They included the n xt year's calendar,

description and table of the courses of' study, and
genoral information.

This last ircluded a descrlption

of the 1oca.t1on of th

acadany, a brlef history o

the

1nstltution, a citation of its religiouo advantages,
uipment, a

an elaboration on the

tatement of the

rules of behavior, and the cost of a ttondi ng.
One thing that every community stre sed a

an

inducement for families to settle and students to

attend th

academies waa the wonderfUl climate and
One would t iink Kans as a Utop1 a to r ad

aurr oundi ngs.
the catalogues.
medium,

11

Gr llet Academy announced throug

that

Grellet Academy is situated in the rich and

beautifUl prairie valley of the

olomon river •• · ·"

"The Acadeny building and boe.rdlng house are surrounded
by large play grounds and beautiful groves of treos,

affording abundant opportunity for healthful outdoor
exercise". 1
the Ace.deny
nort

lorthbre.nch was moro modest.
11

It reported that

is situated in a quiet little villag

central Kannas".

2

Haviland 18 more lmt h with its

1. Grell et Academy, Catalogue, 1893-94, p • 13 •
2.

in

orthbranch Acadany, Catalogu, 1910-11.

5:3

praise.

"Haviland is a place of strong moral sentiment,

and the Christian influences are very marked .

The country

surrounding is one of the most delightful, healthful and
productive regions to be found in the Southwest.

Our

school being rural, we are comparatively free from the
undesirable and immoral elements that usually surround
good schools in larger cities and towns • 111
The cost of printing these catalogues was paid for
by advertising.

Northbranch agreed with one principal for

him to have the catalogues printed.

He was to do all the

work, pay all eJq> ens es, and take "all the net proceeds as

his pay for siad work".

lie received $15.85 for his work.

2

A catalogue had anywhere from eight to fifteen pages of

school information and from six to thirty pages of advertising.

Orations

With the exception of Washington Acadeny the giving
of dramatic productions was taboo .

It was not until

February 7, 1912, that the board gave the Haviland
senior class the privilege of presenting a play, and
1. Haviland Academy, Catalogue, 1896-97, P• 9.
2. Northbranch Academy, Board of Trustees, Minutes, June
18, 1892.
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t hat only when approved by two board members. 1
If plays could not be given, orations made up for
them .

It was the custom for every senior to write an

original oration and deliver it fr om manory to a
commencement audience.

This was a hard and fast rule

from which the seniors later tried vainly to break away.
In February, 1913, the Haviland board recorded the following minute, "Request was received rrom the Junior
( to be Senl. or next year) class to be released from
preparing Orations.
II

was not granted.
refused.

2

Afte r considering the request, 1 t
The next year another request was

3

Lectures
It seems that academy officials did not feel
that the educ a ti on for a s choOl year was complete unless
three or four visiting lecturers came to the campus.
Hesper Acadsny made a report to the Yearly

eeting that

the course of lectures delivered during the year was
"interesting and profitable not only to the students
1 . Haviland Ace.deny Board of Trustees, Minutes, February
7, 1912 .
2.

!.£.!£•,

3.

£!&.Q •, February 2, 1914.

February 3, 1913.
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but patrons as well" •1

Some of the lecture subjects

reported by Grellet anct Tonganoxie acaderni es were:
The Military Condi ti on of :Ellrop e
Japan
Temperance
How to Make the Most or IJ. f e2
Indian Rabi ts, Traits, and Tradi ti ons 3
Alaska
4
Pre historic Man

Athletics

Intermural athletics were not frowned upon by
the academy patrons.

5

However, as public high schools

with their athletic contests began to appear, matched

games with other s choo1s were looked upon with disfavor .

any Friends thought too much emphasis on

hilarity and "wasted 11 physical exercise to be incompatibl e with Biblical concepts .

F.spec1al 1y did they

abhor as non-Christian the abbreviated gymnasium suits
that boys wore.

....

1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1890, minute 31.
m

2 . Walnut Creek Quarterly

eeting, Minutes, May 21, 1892°

3 . Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1893-94, P• 14.
4 . Springdale Quarterly

eating, Minutes, February 25, 1888.

5 . CorTespondence with John Howard, Galena, Kansas, June
2, 19 41 .
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It was not until 1922 that the Northbranch Board
11

voted to

prohibit each student fi'om participating in
1
match games in all athletics" •
But even years earlier
it was a mooted question.

Their board of trustees re-

corded this minute in 1914.

"Prof. r esner and s ome of

the students asked · and discussed at some leng th the
right to play basketball and match games with other
schools, also permission to wear regulation ciothes.
Aft~r a lengthy and lively discussion t h ey were granted
the request provided their proposed attire would meet
the approval of the board" • 2

Al.so the board minutes of Haviland Academy reveal this disapproval.

It seems that a princi pal was

not re-hired for 1910-11 because he stressed athletics
too rruch.

however, everyone in the community did not

feel the same way about the matter for the bo rd minutes disclose that a petition from some of the patrons
and another from the scholars were received by the
trustees asking that this principal be retained for
another year.
request.

The board did not see fit to grant the

3

1 . Northbre.nch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes,
1922 .

ay 26,

2. ~ - , ~ovember 11, 1914.
3. Haviland Ace.deny Board of Trustees,
1910.

inutes, February 7,
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Greater liberality was shown the following year as
disclosed by two minutes of the board.
September stated:

11

One made in

Tbe subject of base ball was discussed,

and a motion was made and carri ::: d to allow the boys to
play three match games with Greensburg high school but
to be no contest with any scoool out of the County" •1
The ot~r minute in October was,

11

The School asked the

board the privilege to play basketball in the Hall.

The

board grants their request on condition that the house
is not damaged.

Also the board should have the power
2

to stop the game at any time" •

The Cburch

Morals

It was customary for the church to have Sunday
services in the same building that was used f or academy
purposes.

As academies were often owned by separate

corporations, the church and school would negotiate financially for the privilege of this joint use.

Fowler

Friends church paid fifty dollars per year to the Academy
for the use of its building for religious service.

How-

ever, the church was to furnish its own coal scuttle and
1. Haviland Ace.deny Board of Trustees, Minutes, September
18, 1911.
2.

!J2!£•,

October 23, 1911.
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broom .
in use".

11

1

The same to be cared for and put away when not
The main room on tte second floor of the Havi-

land Academy was rented to the Haviland church for twentyfive dollars per year.

2

their Academy building .

Northbranch church also leased
The church obtained a ninety-

nine year lease in exchange for a deed for her own old
3

building and some building lots •

Grellet Acadany building

was really the property of the church.

4

Among the Quakers of the nineteenth century 1 t was
customary to conduct a religious service one hour in
length every week on Wednesday morning.

This service

was just as important as the Sunday services.

To "break

the Sabbath" could have been no more sacrilegious than
not to hold this "Fourth Day Meeting11

•

Since there

were no hired ministers, it was quite customary for
silence to prevail for the entire hour.

A ma n would be

appointed annually by the local church to be the "timer".
He was the official who gave the sign by she.king hands
with the one sitting next to him that the sixty minutes

1. Fowler Monthly Meeting, Minutes, November 27, and February 27, 1909 •
2. Haviland Monthly Meeting, Minutes, November 3, 1894.
3 . Northbrancb Monthly Meeting, Minutes, December 24, 1911.
4 . Correspondance with Ruby ~laven, Glenn Elder, Kansas,
April 1 , 1940 .

,)
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were up and the time for the Meeting to adjourn.
Ruby Slaven, a former student at Grellet Academy, gives this report:

"On the Sabbath and on 'Fourth

Day' religious services were held for one hour which
the students were required to attend.

Sometimes these

Fourth Day meetings were entirely silent and the order of the room was so good one could hear a pin drop".

1

However, it was not but a few years until the
pastoral and revivalistic systems

ere substituted for

the silent meetings by the Quakers in Kansas •
God was recognized as the Prime Mover in the

academy program.

The preamble to a Northbranch annual

report ran thlls:

11

We recognize God our Fatrer to be

the head of our edu ca ti ona.l ins ti tu tion as well as of
the church" •

2

Grellet Academy reported to the Yearly

Meeting, "We believe we see the hand of Divine Frovidence in this work and we are thereby encour a ged to
persevere" • 3

When the Tonganoxie Academy committee

reported to Springdale Quarterly Meeting that it was
having special difficulty in the affclrs of the

1. Correspondence with Ruby Slaven, Glen Elder, Kansas,
Ap ri 1 1, 19 40 •

2. Nor thbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Mi nu tea, June
19, 1907.

3. Kansas Yearly

eeting,

inutes, 1881, miru.te 53.

1'4

I'1
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institution, the committmen were encouraged by the
Meeting "to pray through the many difficulties
connected therewith towards the completion of the work
1
and report to the next meeting.
It was vital for the teachers to bell eve in the
correct religious doctrines.

One November the North-

branch board called 1 n its principal and requested him to
resign

II

in as much as he refuses to refrain from teach-

ing certain doctrines".

He complied and the board man-

bers dismissed the school for one week until they could
get another principal.

2

The conversion of the students from sin to a faith
in Jesus Christ was of prime irrportance.

Lowell held

evangelistic services in the academy building for this
purpose.

3

The Nortbbranch boa.rd of trustees reported

for one year that forty students had enrol, sd .

"When

school closed all but four boys of the student body were
4
praying and testifying Christians" •
The principal
1 . Springdale Quarterly lVeeting, Minutes, November 24, 1883.
2. Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, November
21, 1914 •
3. Spring rtiver Quarterly Meeting , Minutes, August 18, 1900.
4 . Nortbbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, June 11,
1914.
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reported for the next year:
school was go 0d •

"The Spiritual life of the

A number of the students were bur-

dened for the unsaved and labored with and prayed for
them.

The attendance at the students' prayer meeting was

large and frequently all present took part in the meeting either in prayer or testimony and frequently in
both11 • 1

Grellet Academy stated,

11

Great interest is be-

ing manifested in religious work, especially in young
people's prayer meetings held one evening each week at
the boarding house."

2

Two years later it reported,

"Cheerful obedience, with slight exception, has been
given to rules, and a good moral tone leavened by
Christianity has pervaded the school.

We trust the

seed sown may reach the heart as well as the head 11 • 3
The acadanies were very specific in their rules
for student behavior.

The following are q noted from

the Grellet Catalogue:
A good moral character and cheerful obedience
of the rules of the institution are required of all
the students.
The use of intoxi.cating liquors, tobacco, or
profanity is strictly forbidden.
Pernicious literature, dancing, card playing
and all such things as are detrimental to good
1. North branch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, Report
for 1914-15.

2. Walnut Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, February 15, 1890.
3. Ibid.,

May 21, 1892.
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scholarship must be laid aside on entering the
school .
Students will be held responsible for the
orderly co ndi ti on and careful preservation of
the rooms they occupy and all property of the
Academy which they use .1
Because of boarding students, notices such as
the following were inserted into the catalogues:
11

In order to foster right habits, students should es-

tablish regular hours of study.
kept from 7 to 9 p.m.

Study hours will be

2

The Trend to Public Schools
The era of the public secondary school and the
increased demands of the State Board of Education began to take their toll of the academies.

Schools charg-

ing tuitions could not compete for long witr those offering better equipment and with no charge to the individual
student .

any ~uakers believed that these high schools

were demoralizers to their youth and occasionally sent
out notes of warning, but the tide against them was too
strong .

Academy after academy died, sacrificed to the

l . Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1893-94, p. 16.

2 . Northbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1910-11•
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cause of this newer type of school.

The only two

institutions that did not succumb, Northbranch and
Haviland, arose above the pressure and got onto the
State's accredited list.
The picture of this mortal combat 1s painted by
the following reports:
The Ka raas Yearly M~ting Superintendent of
Education wrote into his annual report in 1894:
Too many of our Friends do not properly
epPreciate the excellent advantages afforded by
these wardS ( Academies) of the Yearly Meeting,
and so send their children to public schools
m~y times inferior and without the religious
influences with which they ought to be surrounded .1
Willi am Morgan reported about Lowell Academy to

Spring River Quarterly Meeting in 1901:
The school was not as large as the
year before, due principally to the competition
of the new county high school started last
Autumn at Columbus (Kansas) • ••• owing to the
greater freedom from wholesome restraint at
Columbus, some s tuaents left Lowell Academy to
attend the high school . While this fact conduces
to good order, 1 t affects unfavorably the
financial interests of the Academy.2

1 . Kansas Yearly

eating, Minutes, 1894, minute 25.

2 . Spring River Quarterly Meeting,
1901 .

inutes, August 17,
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In 1903 the Superintendent of Education challenged
the Yearly Meeting:

"The question should go home to

every member, ' .Am I more loyal as a member of society
to our County High School ••• than I am to our Friends
Acad erni es •• • ?" 1
The following year this Superintendent poured
out his heart once more:
The competition between our Academies and
the public High School has been sharp, and has
caused one of our beloved centers of secondary
education (Lowell Academy) to close its doors
for the present; since many who might enter its
portals have gone to the County Hi g h School,
where they get free tuition and have additional
advantages in the way of better apparatus,
larger number of instructors and extra educationsl
a ttracti ans •••••••• • We note this f' act that there
is a manifest lack of zeal for the ctenominat1oge.1
education in some parts of our Yearly Meeting.
In 1911 , .Einmett Hadley, then principal of
Northbranch Academy made an appeal to Walnut Quarterly
Meeting .

He urged the benefit of the better influence

which surrounded the children in the denominational

schools and raninded them that outsiders were using
their schools while some of the Quaker children were

1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Mi nut es, 1903, minute 21.
2 • I bi d . , 19 0 4, minute 2 4 •
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sent to other schools.
11

Mr . Hadley was quoted to say,

Our boys and girls are not going to go much higher

than their breeding, and our children need money spent
on them worse than our stock do.

There is no factor

in the world that is doing more in moulding good, stustantial character than these Christian Acadooiies.

The

High School is taking the place of the Acadanies but it
never vti 11 do the work 11 • 1
1. walnut Quarterly

eeting, Minutes, August 12, 1911.

,41
I

ii

I
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CHAPTER V

FRIENDS ACADEMIES
Grell et Academy
The Quakers, forming a "Friends Settlanent11 in
what was known as Pleasant Valley, realized that in
leaving their Eastern homes, they had left advantages
of which they were unwilling to be deprived.1
Failing to receive a favorable Yearly Meeting
response to a request in October, 1877, for a high
school,

2

Walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting appointed an ac-

adany committee which met, February 16, 1878, and decided
on the plan o f the schoolhouse, the plat of ground,
and the name of the school.

The building was to be

fifty-six feet by twenty-eight feet in size, to have
two stories and a basement, and to have attached a
3
4
fourteen by twenty-eight vestibule in front.
Grellet
1. Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1893-94°
2 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 18~7, minute 25°
3 . Ibid . , 1878, minute 32•
4. Stephen Grellette was a prominent English Quaker of an

earlier day. The official spelling for the Acadany was
Grellet. The local pronunciation was Grel-let •

Grellet Academy
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forty students.

With the aid of $300 received from the

Executive Committee of the Educational Association of
Friends in America, it was free from debt.

A boarding

house, sufficient to accommodate eighteen or twenty
1
students, was leased for two years and paid for.
Though the Academy rnai ntai ned twa departments-grammar and academy--i t seems tha. t for the first few
years it was adapted more for the lower division.

A re-

port to the Yearly Meeting in 1881 listed the tuition
charges for "Grade One" , "Grade Two", and
but none for the secondary level.2
states:

u Grade

Three"

The report for 1882

" ••• this school has not yet attained to t h at

degree of higher educe.ti on that its name would i ndicate ••••• "
11

"Facilities" seem to be the need to make it

what it should be" •

3

The Academy ran for only six-

month periodS both in 1882

3.

4

In 1883, to place the Academy on a firmer finan-

cial foundation, Glen Elder Monthly .Meeting requested
walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting and Mt. Ayre Quarterly Meeting to take control of the institution.

They did, and

1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1881, minute 53.
2. Ibid.

3. Ibid., 1882, minute 52.
4. ~ · , 1882, minute 52 and 1883, minute 43.

,41
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under their management a stock company was fonned, 1
called the

11

Grellet Academy Association".

Its capital

stock was not to be 1 ess than $1000, composed of shares
of five-dollars each.

Any owner of stock was a member of

the Association and entitled to one vote for each share
held .

The blsiness powers were invested in a Board of

fifteen di recto :rs, all of whom had to be

uakers.

Nine

di rectors were elected by the stockholders, and the

remaining six were appointed by the two Quarterly Meetings--one from each Monthly Meeting.

Annual elections

were to be held at the Academy building on "5th day before the 3rd 7th day in the 3rd month of each year at 6
o'clock, P . M. " 2 This company received a State charter in
that year .

3

A little over $1000 was subscribed. 4
house was constructed in 1883-84 at a cost

A boa ding
01

$1664 . 75.

In s1 ze it was twenty-four by twenty-six feet with a

twelve by fourteen foot wing in the west. It contained
two stories and a basement. 5 One side was used to house
1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1883, minute 43.
2. Walnut Creek Quarterly

eeting, Minutes, August 18, 1883.

3. Grellet Academy, Catalogue, 1893-94, p. 13.
4 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1883, minute 43.
5 . Walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, November 15,
1884 .

71

boys and the other, girls•

l

By 1886 there were twenty

"inmates" in the boarding house, and it was paying its
own way .

2

In 1886 Pleasant View Quarterly Meeting joined with
Walnut Creek and Mt. Ayre in supporting the school.
provided two board manbers. 3

They

By 1887 students were coming from Nebraska and

Tave hundred dollars were

six counties in Kansas.
secured to be used as a

II

ten years' endowment for a

teacher's fund.

Sixty-five dollars of this was donated
by II Eastern Fri endS 11 • 4
At Commencement in 1891 ten graduated from the
Grammar Department and none from the Acadeni c. 5 There
had been forty-six enrolled in the former and eleven
6
in the latter .
At the close of the following year
there was reported an increase in attendanc t

School
7
accommodations were "almost taxed to the limit."
The
J

1. Dillon, George, Interview, Wichita., Kan:,as, May 29, 1941.
2 . Walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting, Minutes , February 20,
1886.
3. Ibid., February 19, 1887.
4. Ibid . , February 18, 1888.

5 . Ibid . , February 15, 1890.

6 . Grell et Acadany, Ce.taogue, 1890-91, pp. 7, 8.

7 . Walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting, Mi nut es, May 20, 1893.
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school was free from all debt.

1

Prospects were bright. 2

The Directors stated in their catalogue for 1893-94
that though they were not ready that year to "announce
the prosp acts of a new building", they were arranging
for an "unusual amount of repairing and improvement".
They aJ..so announced that for the study of chenistry they
had a complete outfit for performing all the experiments
in "Williams' Introduction to Chemical Science".
This chemistry must have ma de it unnecessary to

repair the building, for some chenicals left in the
laboratory set the building on fire, and everything,
including the records, burned.

It seems that3 because

of a good high school at Glen Elder, the Academy was
never revived.

4

1. Walnut Creek Quarterly

2. Ibid.,

eeti ng, Minutes, May 20, 1893.

ay 21, 1892.

3. Correspondence of
April , 19 41 •

uby Slaven, Glen Elder, Kansas,

4. The writer wishes to mention that one former student
interviewed declared that the school ran ua little
while" after the building burned. Also the Walnut
Creek Quarterly .Meeting Minutes for February, 1897,
has a statement that the report of the II Academy" had
been forwarded to the Yearly Meeting.

Ill

j

'
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Tongano.xi e Acadany
At Tonganoxie, Leavenworth county, the subject of
a "Quarterly Meeting school" for the purpose of a "higher
and more guarded education" of the youth was first considered by the Springdale Quarterly Meeting of Friends
( Men) and the Springdale Quarterly !eeti ng of Women
Friends in simultaneous and separate sessions, per the
custom, on

II

eleventh month twenty-fifth 1882".

A com-

mittee of women was appointed to join a commlttee of man
to take the subject in consideration in a.11 its bear1
ings and report to a later meeting".
On ay 26, 1883 ,
11

the following report from this committee was approved by
men and women in a

11

joint session".

Report: We have investigated the subjec ,
and find that the members of the meeting ..Jenerally
believe that we need and are able to build up
and maintain such school, and we suggest that the
meeting appoint a committee of twenty-four members, to take further steps in the work of establishing such an institution and when they get
2000 subscribed they may locate and construct
a building or buildings for the accommodations
of the school; Provided they do not go beyond
their means they are able to get by voluntary
subscription, as the meeting will not be responsible for any debt contracted by the committee
in the prosecution of the work, and that the
committee may appoint a smal 1 canrrd. ttee cf 1 ts
1 . Springdale Quarterly eating ( en), inutes, November
25, 1882, and Springdale Quarterly eating of women
FriendB, Minutes, November 25, 1882 .
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Tonganoxi e Acad~y

.,
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members to have direct charge of the work, who
shall submit all its plans, as to 16cation, size
style, and cost of building and go to the large
cormnittee for its decision before being acted upon.l
In accordance with this recommendation a twentyfour member "Committee on High School" was appointed.
This larger committee brought the ensuing "satisfactory"
report to the Quarterly Meeting on August 25, 1883.
We have met several times in consultation
and have solicited subscriptions to aid in establishing the school on a reliable foundation.
The CoD~nittee h s decided to locate the
school at Tonganoxie.
Over $4,000 in subscription has been received, conditional on location, airer t2000 of which
sum has been subscribed to establish and build up
the school at that place.
J"ohn G. Kirby, Phileiron Jones, Aaron Huddleston,
Isaac B. Varney, and Samuel D. Coffin have been
appointed as our executive conmittee to consider
and proceed with the entire work and report to the
general committee at each regular meeting on the 1st
2nd day in each month at 2 o'clock P.H ••••••• •• •
~he Committee is united in the opinion that

we should make an earnest effort and if practical

to open the school this :fall, and only a noral and
educational test shall be required of students des iring ad..'nittance.
Samuel D. Coffin and John G. Ki1·by were
appointed to investigate the matter of purchasing desirable property and the legal course to
pursue in securing the title and report to the
general cornn.ittee.
'!'he Committee united in making the following
1. Sprinedale Quarterly 1~eeting, Minutes, May 26, 1883.
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arrangements for the school, viz. The school year
is to consist of three terms, fall, winter, and
summer of thirteen weeks each; end a tuition of
five dollars to eight dollars per term wi 11 be
charged according to course of study pursued.
The Clerk of the Corranittee was directed to
correspond w1 th indi vidua.ls connected with Penn,
Earlham, and Haverford Colleges or other persons
for the purpose of gaining information of teachers who wi 11 be available ••••
The Treasurer of the executive Conmittee
reports the t he has procured a note book and has
taken notes for nearly half of the subs cri pti on.
The Committee would suggest to the Quarterly Meeting it appoint Trustees to hold the title to property
of the Schoo1.l
The Quarterly · eeting "united with the proposition of the Committee" and appointed five Trustees.
Olivers. Hiatt was appointed a "soliciting agent. 112
· nut es for November 24, 1883, show tba t the
report of the committee, given on tha.t occasi n, was
satisfactory and they were

II

encouraged to 1-,ray through

the many difficulties connected therewith towards the
completion of the work and report to the next meeting."

3

The school opened with the name of "Friends Academy" on October 20, 1884, with Wi llie.m P. Trueblood
1. Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, August 25, 1883.
2. Ibid•

3. Ibid•, November 24, 1883.

as principal.

The following report of the "committee on

Friends Academy", given to the Quarterly Me eting on
k)vember 29, 1884, is a vivid portrayal of an ideal
which became such a driving power to devotees of Christian education:
Since our last report we have pushed the work
forward as fast as we could under the circumstances
and conditions surrounding us. The house is enclosed and the main school rocm fifty by thirty
feet so far corrpleted that we opened school the
20th of 10th mo. with Prof. Wm. p. Trueblood,
Principal. The school is progressing very favorably and we believe giving general satisfaction.
There are forty-two pupils in attendance. But we
find that in getting the work thus far advanced
1 t bas been necessary to go a 11 ttle beyond our
present subscription list and now as we look back
over the work begun and thus far accomplished we
believe we see the hand of the Lord in it, that
thus far He has helped us; believing this and that
the fU ture prosperity of our beloved society , 1 and
the spread of the Gospel of Christ through it, dependS largely upon the guarded education an.a the
right training of our youth. We appeal to you as a
Quarterly Meeting collectively and as i n dividual
members of the Church of Christ on ear w , working
for the good of mankind and for the spread of the
Gospel of Christ, that you give your sympathy,
your encouragement, and your means as the Lord
prospers you, to further the good work. And we
would suggest to the Quarterly Mee ting, that it
appoint an agent to travel and soil cit aid, or if
that is not practical, that it authorize its clerk
to g1 ve proper credentials to such person as your
committee may errploy for that purpose, which we
respectfully submit •2
1. For two centuries the Friends Church was known as
11
The Society of Fri ends •"
2. Springdale Quarterly Meeting,
1884.

tinutes, November 29,
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On February 28, 188 5, the comm:1 tt ee wrote:
The school is in a flourishing condition with
forty pupils enrolled the present term, but there
is urgent need for better accorrmodations. The committee has not been able to advance the work on the
house since our first report for want of funds.
The committee en:ployed I . B. Varney soon after
last Quarterly meeting at $50.00 per month to travel and solicit fundS. The treasurer has from
him $580 .oo . Indebtedness at trlis date is about
$1500 . 00 • . Unpaid subscriptions $1400.00. Cash in
treasury J 144 . 00 . 1
Three months later:
The school is still prospering. The house
is painted and fenced with wire. Some shade trees
have been planted. The fi nan~ial condition about
the same as three months ago.

By August of the same year the total liabilities
not including interest, reported were . jpl554.75.
i125 . 75 was for desks and $1073.00 for lumber.

Of this
A com-

mittee was appointed to "select a committee of suitable
Friends to make a special effort to pay off t h e indebtedness of the Academy and to raise money to a id poor
children to attend school . "

It was at this business

meeting tba.t Cyrus Charles Brown "laid before tbe me e ting a concern to travel in England to solicit money for

the purpose of aiding the Academy."

He wa.s given the

proper credentials by the Quarterly Meeting.

3

1 . Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, February 28, 1885.
2 • I bi d • ,

3. ~

ay 30 , 188 5 •

· , Augµst 29, 1885.
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Cyrus Brown had been a scholar in Ackworth
i n hngland from 1855 to 1860 •
in the 1937 Ackworth Old

chool

His manorial notice is

cholars report as follows:

Cyrus Charles Brown was the son of John and
aria Brown of Earith. In 1866 he attended the
Paris Exposition where he saw products displayed
from the United States, so in 1868 he decided to
emigrate. After crossing the Atlantic in twenty
days he went by emigrant train to Kansas, where
he bought a farm near the new town of Tonganoxie,
where the rest of his life was lived. In 18 69 he
married iartha llen Kean, whose father was one
of the original Quakers living there . The old
Quaker Academy of Tonganoxie was one of his hobbies . He was sent to England to raise money for
this school in 1886 and succeeded in collecting
over $2,500, a considerable sum for those days.
He was the first president of fhe Board • .••••••
He died May 21, 19 37 , aged 91 .
The Academy treasurer reported to the Quarterly
eeti ng, ~ovember 27, 1886, the amount received from
Mr . Brown, and also that "the Academy is now clear of
debt and a balance on hand of $110 . 32 . 2 At t he next
eeting

r . Brown "returned his minute 113 a nd gave an

account of his work .
the Minutes, however .

The
4

II

account" was not filed in

A year later (1888) the

1 . Correspondence of Oscar Battin, formerly pastor at
Tonganoxie Friends Church, April, 1940.
2.

pringdale Quarterly

eeting,

inutes, November 27, 1886.

3 . Official credentials were spoken of as

4.

pringdale Quarterly 1eeting,

11

minutes 11

•

· nut es, F ebrua.ry 26, 1887.
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the Quarterly Meeting sent a "statement of the progress of the Academy since its erection to the present
time •••• to Friends in England who have so liberally
helped the institution financially. 11

At the same time

1 t received a report that there

v1

as an enrollment of

forty-four, and the tuition was

II

paying all current

e:xpenses of the school and giving the teachers considerable surplus above the guaranteed salary. 111
The Principal, Henry

c.

Fellow, attended an

Educational Conference at haverford College, Pennsylvania, in the summer of 1888 and, being properly authorized, solicited funds while back there. 2
A full report revealing prosperity and enthusiasm
was presented to the Quarterly Meeting, November 24, 1888 .
It is with pleasure that the Board of the
Trustees of the Academy submit the following report
for the fall term ending 12th mo . 21st, 18 a. The
term began 9th mo.5th. The enrollment t the opening showed considerable of an increase i n attendance
over last year and at present the total enrollment
for the term is fifty. There are six more than
that of any previous tenn. On account of poor
health Melissa s . Fellow has not been able to
give any attention to school room du ti es, but the
work has been carri ed on very satisfactorily by
the Principal, assisted by some of the students.
The financial report shows the total amount of tu1 ti on for the term as $3999 .90, an increase of
near 'tP7 5 over 1 as t fal 1 term ••••••••••• The dis tribution of students in the different departments
1. Springdale Quarterly Meeting , Minutes, February 25, 1888 .
2. Ibid., February, 1888, and August 25, 1888.
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is e.s follows: Intermediate department, 5; Grammar
School, 1st grade, 13; 2nd grade, 11. Total 24.
Acadeni c d€!Jartment, 21. 1'lumber of Friends children,
26; of the remaining 24, most of them belong to some
of the following churches, Congregational, ethodist, Baptist, and Catholic. There are several
students who h ve not allied themselves with f¥1Y
denomination but yet are active Christian v.orkers.
The series of meetings was the means of Grace in
bringing several in the fold and in reviving others.
One of the most interesting features of the school
1s that a voluntary Bible class and prayer meet·
ing is sustained every fifth day noon, by some
twenty-five of the students. These are seasons
of much profit and blessing to all in attendance.
The standard of scholarship has increased very
much over the last year and the school is rapidly
taking a front rank among sister Academies and
Colleges of the 'tate. Its reputation for thorough and somewhat extensive work, for the
Christian character and high standard of deportment of 1 ts s tuctents has gone abroad thr oughou\
eastern Kansas and our own society in the west.
In order that students be properly prepared for
College one year of French has been added to
the course . Classes of different grades of advancement are sustained in most all of the common branches, also in Physical Geography, .t-Jatural
Philosophy, Geology, rthetoric, Algebra, Geometry,
Latin, German, and French. '.l'he Boarding Hal 1 was
opened at the beginning of the term and has six
students at present . While others are looking to
boarding there next term if arrangements can
be made to acco odate them. The price of Board
has been placed at the low figure of $1.50 per
school and $2.00 per entire week. Owing to the
increase in attendance and demand for cheap boarding it is becoming very necessary that the basement be finished up for dining room and kitchen
purposes • 2
The institution was incorporated in 1889 under
the name of

II

The Fri e nds Academy of Tonganoxie, Kansas."

1 . Likely western Kansas is meant rather than Pacific
coast .
2 . Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Mi nut es, November 24, 1888 •
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The Charter states that all the members of the Springdale Quarterly Meeting were to be members of the corporati on . 1
2

ary Sleeper was hired in 1889-90
art and instrumental music."

to teach "fine

The report for the year

revealed fifty-eight students enrolled in the Academic
and Grammar School studies, thirteen taking music, six
taking painting, five taking s horthanct, and five taking
typewri ting--a total enrollment of eighty-five. 3 This
reached to ninety- eight the following year.
By 1895-96 the catalogue boasted that

4
II

diplomas

received at graduation admit the holder without examination to the Freshman Class of Karnas University;"
that its "course and special work in Method, Psychology,
and History of EducatJ. on make it of sp ec1 al value to
teachers; 11 that

II

Chemistry, Physics, Physi c .. ogy, Zoology

are taught by laboratory drill, disse tions, charts,
drawings, etc . " and that the school was "amply supplied
5

with reagents, practical apparatus, skeleton , compound
microscope, telescope, etc."

It revealed that the 11 brary

1 . Springdale Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, May 25, 1889.

2. Ibid . , August 31, 1889.
3 . Ibid . , November 30, 1889.
4 . Ibid ., February 21, 1890.
5 . This skeleton was presented by William V. Coffin,
Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1897, minute 26 .

M.fi.,

·a3
contained four-hundred volumes .

The tuition was, first

year , 65¢ per week; second year, 70¢ per week; third
year, 75¢ per week; and fourth year, 75¢ per week. 1
The reasons have not been discovered by the
au tbor, unless they were financial, for the Academy's
transference by the Quarterly Meeting to a canpany of
stockholders "who have entire control of its policy and
interests" in 1896.

The Company sent Richard Haworth

that Spring and Summer to the Ea.st to solicit funds in
order to liquidate the debt.

2

Fr an now on until its demise there are merely two

or three gleams to show the history of the Ace.deny.
Since it was transferred to private stockholders the
Quarterly

eeting Minutes are silent from then.

The

annual Educational Reports to the Kansas Yearly Meeting
unveil the following glimmer:

For 1897-98 the attendance

was 50; for 1898-99 attendance, 15; and 1899-1900 attendance by October, 19 • 3
only this statement:

The report for October, 1900, has
11

Tonganoxie Acadeny has been laid

down, owing to peculiar circumstances •

114

1 . Correspondence of Oscar Battin, April, 1940.
2 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1896, minute 26.

3 . Ibid., 1898, 1899, 1900.
4 . Ibid . , 1900, minute 24 .
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Mrs . George Dillon, who graduated from the Acadtllly
in 1893, stated that a competing high school influenced
the decrease in attendance (as sho'll'l in the last paragraph) and that the Academy closed in the middle of the
year .

Not being in residence at the time, she could not

disclose the immediate "peculiar ci rcumste.nces" for its
1
conclusion.

1 . Dillon,
1941.

rs. George.

Interview, Wichita , Kansas, May 29,
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Hesper Acad eny

The reasons for migration to the Hesper community,
Douglas county, were a desire to escape regions of
sectional struggle in the South, to help keep the Kans as Territory free, and to acquire new and cheap land.

The first settlers arrived in 1858 from North Carolina .

They later came from Quaker settlements in Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois • 1
"The corrmunity as a whole showed very little

interest in higher education of the college level during the early days of the settlement.

2

Earlham college

in 1867 requested the Hesper Meeting to raise fifty
dollars for the endowment fund but the request was rej ected . 11

Aid was not given to colleges until 1919,

when l-l . P • Henley ra is ed $10 0 from the com!J'llmi ty for

FriendS University at Wichita. 3
With the nearest secondary school at Lawrence,
1 . Stanley, s. Lindley.
History of the S!!aker Se~ment at Hesper, Kansas. (A thesis in Kansas""S'tate Teache'rs"College 11 brary, Pittsburg, 1937) pp. 3-5.
2. A Quaker college located at Richmond, Indiana.
3.

tanley, s. Lindley. ! History of the Quaker Settle~nt at Resp er, Kansas. p. 32.
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Hesper Academy
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Fri ends wanted to make higher education available to
all children of the cornmuni ty and to provide a

II

guarded

religious education" •1
The Quakers made their first formal attempt to
raise fundS for a school of secondary level in 1878. 2
During the spring and summer of 1884 the subject of
establishing such an institution was frequently and
earnestly discussed until the school was organized with
the object, as set forth in the charter, "to advance
the cause of education, morals, and religion".

The

charter is dated June 10, 1884. 3
Hesper Acadany was controlled by a joint-stock
company with capital stock of $5000.00, baing canposed
of one hundred shares of fifty dollars each.

4

The man-

bers of the Boa.rd of Trustees, elected annually by the
stockholders, were required to be member~ of the corporation
and of the Fri ends church.

All of the teachers were re-

qui red to be Fri ends and to give religious instruction in
harmony with Fri ends teaching.

A student, however, could

s. Lindley. ! History of the Quaker Settlement at Hesper, Kansas . {A thesis in Kansas State Teache'rscollege 11 brary, Pittsburg, 1937) pp. 34 , 35.

1. Stanley,
2. Ibid•

3. Peairs, J. E . Columbian History of Education in Kansas
( Topeka: Press of the rtamilton Printing Company, 1893)
p. 133.

4. ~ -
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b e of any s ect.

1

A two-story frame building was erected at a cost
of $3,500.

2

Its location was four miles southwest of

EUdora and twelve miles southeast of Lawrence. 3 School
4
opened on November 24, 1884, with Irvin and .nu.th Stanley
as teachers .

The first class graduated in 1887. 5

For a while after 1890 classes were organized in the
theory of teaching to aid teachers t o get certificates
for teac 1ing in the public schools .

Four years later a

commercial course, consisting of commercl al arithmetic,
bookkeeping, typewriting, and commercial law, was offered
to post gradU ates .

Arithmetic, United States history,

grammar, spelling, and civil government were o:ffered as
a prep aratJ. on course for thoo e who had not finished the
1 . Stanley, s . Lindley . ! History of the Quaker Settle~
ment at Hesper, Kansas . (A thesis in Kansas State Teachers College library, Pittsburg, 1937) p. 34.
2 . Peairs·, J . E. Columbian history of Education in Kansas
(Topeka: Press of the uami lton Printing Company, 1893)
p . 133.
3 . State

uperintendent of Public Instruction, Biennial
Reports, 1901-1902 .

4.

ta nley, S. Lindley . ! History
ment at liesp er, Kansas . p. 34.

2f. the Quaker ~ettl e-

5 . Peal rs, J . E. Columbian history of hdll cation in Kansas.
p . 133.
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For t e first years science was taught

"common schools·"

without laboratories.

A Physics laboratory was added in

1909, and Geology specimens later.

all the work was under two teachers.
11

For twenty-seven years
1

In 1891 music 1 es sons were given by a part-time

teamer.

Football was tried in 1899 but lasted only a
le.

short

All students were required to participate
It was necessary

in tne literary society of the school .

for each senior to write a production and give it from
memory before the commencement audience .

Students were

required to take one lesson in the Scriptures each week

oless the p arenta requested their children to be exc sed.

2

Tuition

7.80 per term of twelve we ks or 75~

as

er week for part terms.

tudents outside of the com-

munity boarded in private homes at a cost o f ~2 . 50 to
3

.o

per

Each senior paid a

eek .

i2

.Ov

gradU ation f e •

3

urn 1891 much of the original debt •••• till re -

ained

to stir
fi

2.
'7

v•

i.a

l

np id •

ent

After several corrmu n.1 ty meetings were hel d

sias m for donations, the Acadany

cleared of al 1 debts .

• 36.

In a f w y

as

rs after thi a

90

the rural high schools were established.

This took many

of the students fr an the commun1 ty who had been supporting the Academy with their tuition; consequently the
Academy was forced to close at the end of the fall term,
1912 . 111

The Ace.deny reopened its doors for pupils in the
2
fall of 1914 but they were compelled to close forever
in that year.
The building re.111ained as a corrmunity center for
business and social activities.

Home-comings, birthday

dinners, Thanksgiving and comrruni ty dinners were cC ten
held there .

However, the wilding was sold by the Board

o f Trustees , over the protest of the alumni association,

to be used . for lumber and building material salvage,
to Dr . Sem

oberts of Kansas City for ~300, in 1939.
3
Ra~ing beg an on September 21 .
1. Stanley, s . Lindley . f.! Historz of the ~uaker Settleme nt a t liesp er, Kansas. ( A thesis in anse.s State
Teachers College library, Pittsburg, 1937) P• 37.
2 . Kamas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1914, minute 42 and
p . 48 .

3 . Lawrence Journal world, September 21, 1939.
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Washington Academy

Washington Academy was opened in a newly-constructed,
two-story frame building in the fall of 1889 with Elam
Henderson as principal and Elma Watson as a.ssistant. 1
It was located on a six-a.ere tract of land about one mile
north of Washington, Washington county, on what was
ad any Hill Addition" but is now known as
Though the Academy was founded by

II

II

II

Ac-

Academy Hill" .

The Fri ends

Association 113 and ~nnual reports of its activities
were ace epted by Kans as Yearly Meeting, it s eans that
the organized church had nothing to do with its fou nding or maintenance .
1941,

11

Elem Henderson wrote on June 7,

There were Fri ends in Washington, one of whom

was the outstanding organizer ••••• No Friends Meeting
owned it ••••• The Friends were few in or near Washington
and never assumed responsibility in anyway for the
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1889, minute 29 . The
writer of this thesis notes that the Academy catalogues for 1902-03 and 1904-05 give the opening date
as 1890. However, th ese issues "ere published by the
Baptist church after it had procured the institution.
2.

The Friends Acadany" Washington County Register,
July 12, 1935.

11

3. Correspondence of J. W. Hatter, Washing ton, Kansas,
June 4, 1'9 41.

2
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Washington Acadany

93

school • 111
The Kansas Yearly Meeting Minutes for 1896 report
that a "Board of Trustees associated with a citizen's
committee in the management of the institution. 112
Henderson wrote, "The citizens of

Elam

Washington encouraged

its construction verbally, but their money went in taxes
to support their high school •••• A local board managed
it (the first year), but it depended upon patronage for

its financial support . "

The local organization built

and owned the building .

The second year two men assumed

the management with the financial responsibility.

3

By

1900, with some financial help from England, the 1 nsti 4

tution was cleared of indebtedness.

may have contributed to this.

The sale of lots

However, the management

planned enough courses for a university such as nusic,
teachers' and business departments, "which t hey had not
the faculty . nor the money to maintain."

hen t h ey even-

tually left, the s choOl failed ani was sold.

5

1. Correspondence of Elam Henderson, Hebron, Maine, June
7 , 1941.

2. Kansas Yearly Meeting, M1nutes, 1896, minute 26.
3 . Correspondence of Elam Henderson, June 7, 1941.
4 . Kansas Yearly

eeing, Minutes, 1900, minute 24.

5. Corresp~ndence of Elam Henderson, June 7, 1941.

,.

g

Sinc e Fri ends University at Wichita was given to
t h e Quaker church shor t ly before the s le , it may h v
been t hat wha teve r interest the Fri nda had in org
i zing a co l lege at Washington was turned to the n
institution .
Though the Academy opened with only nine stud nts,
which appalled the Board, there wer
fore the year was over . 1

nr

sixty

By the third y

11 d b -

re

r ther

n

hundred forty attending, and the p ersonn 1 consist d of
seven teachers . 2

were enrolled .
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1 rge enr·ol lme t w

One reason for th
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La.tin-Scientific, Normal, and Commercial.
1
$27 .oo per year.

Tuition was

The transfer of the Acadany to the Baptist denomination was provided for in September, 1901, and firally
consummated in June, 1902.

2

The Baptist disbanded it

in 1905, and several years later sold it to Mr. Harvey
ark ham, who razed the building and built
residence" on the lots.

II

a very nice

The proceeds from this final

sale of the building were turned to School District
No. 1 .

3

1. Souvenir of Friends Schools

(Author, publisher and
II
date not given, though it is a reprint from Wes tern
work". Oskaloosa, Iowa), p. 85.

2. Washington Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03.
3. "The Friends Academy"
July 12, 1935.

Washington County Register,
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Northbranch Academy
1
Until 1889 several students from Northbranch

attended the Grellet Acadany .

This was such an incon-

venience, however, that manbers of the Preparative
Meeting

2

discussed the feasibility of founding their

own secondary school.

3

They officially decided on May

9, 1889, to send a delegation to Glen Elder to introduce the subject of changing the location of Grellet
Academy to Northbranch .
approve .

As

4

The Grellet Fri ends did not

a result $2000 was subscribed by the North-

branch men as well as those in adjoining nei. ghborhoods for a new institution.

On September 17, 1889,

these subscribers met and adopted a constitution .
A charter was given by the State, July _ l , 1890.

5

6

1 . At first the name was spelled "North Brancrl 1 but
later changed to one word .
2 . Before a local church was organized into a 11 Monthly
eating", it was 11 set up" on probation as a "Preparative M. ee ting 11 with limited governing powers •
3. Year Book, The Jubilee S!:!aker, 1940, P• 19.
4. l'iorth Branch Preparative v1.ee ting, Minutes, May 9, 1889.
5 . Year Book, The Jubilee Quaker, 1940, p. 19.
6.

orthbranch Academy, Catalogue, 1902-03, p. 8.
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Northbranch Academ
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Th e nane given to the organization was "North Branch
Acadeny Association" .

The capital stock was to be ~1000,

consisting of shares at five dollars each.
stock was to be a member of the .Association.
transferrable by the consent of the Board .

Any owner of
Stock was
Each msnber

was to be privileged to have one vote for each share of

paid-up s ·tock.

The business powers were vested in a

Board of Directors of fifteen mttnbers.

Ten of these

members were to be elect d by the stockholoers by ballot
and five to be appointed by the local church. 1 In 1890
the number was changed to nine members with the ratio
elected by stockholders and appointed by the church remaining the s ame . 2
After printing and distributing five-hundred handbills3 the Academy opened, October 1, 1889, in the
"meeting house 114 at 1'iorthbranch, Jewell .;ounty , with
H. H. Townsend, a gra u te of Earlham college, as prin cipal and his wife, Anna, assistant .

Sixty-five students had enrolled befor-e the year was wer. 5 Courses were
1.

orthbranch Acad any Board of Trustees, Minutes of the
Association, September 17, 1889.

2 . Year Book, The Jubilee_gueker, 1940, P• 20.
3 . l~orthbranch Acadenll Board of Trustees, Minutes, Sept. 17,
1889 .
4 • i • e . church bui 1 di ng •
5 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1890, minute 29 .
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offered in the Classical, English, Sci rotific, and
Normal fields .1
In the summer of 1891 three one-story cottages,
fourteen by twenty-two feet, were constructed for
2
boarding s tAl dents.
Though the Academy barely had a small e r.dowment
and fifty-two building lots,

3

hard times and cro

fail-

ures made the years of 1903 to 19 05 crucial times for the
ins ti tuti on .

For 1903-04 the principal agreed to

II

take

the school and meet all running expenses •••• ln consideration of the tuition, the rent of the three cottages ••••
and three hundred dollars in cash . 11 4

The financial

condition was such that the Board decided to "solicit
the names of twenty parties vtio will pay the sum of twenty dollars for the support of the school the coming year."

5

It was in response to this appeal that t ' e institution
was able to continue .

1 . Northbranch tenthly

eeting,

inutes, July 28, 1900.

2. Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, July
20, 1891, to Sept ember 17, 1891.
3 . ~ouveni r of Fri endS Schools (Author, publisher, and

date not given, though it is a reprint from "western
work" , Oskaloosa, Iowa) p. 100 .

4. Northbranch Acadany Board of 'I'rustees, Minutes, January
2, 1893, and June 12, 1893.
5 • Ibid. , May 6, 189 3 •
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By 19 08 the Academy received an endo wment, left by
Dillon H. Dil lo n , of ;i 25 , 000, mostly in the form of
1
r eal estat e.
Fifteen thousand dollars of this was "active" and · 1 0 , 000 held in trust by Kansas Yearly Meeting. 2
Thi s was called the "Dillon Endowment Fund11 ?

Later, the

chi ldren in the Quarterly Meeting added ne e rly $1 50 to
this .

4

In preparation for this endowment t he constitu-

tion was c hanged on December 6, 19 07, to provide a
s pecial e ndowment-fund board .

It also made provision

t hat if the Academy Association shall "forever dis cont inue the Northbranch Academy, the fund s hall return
t o the donors or their heirs according to the ratio
given .

5

This legacy was an i n centive for the establishment
o f a subscription · fund for the erec t ion of a new building .
I t was cons t ructed at a cash cost of
dona ted labo r .

'70 "' 0 and $1000 of

The structure was so arrang ed that the

1 . Year Book, Th~ Jubilee Quaker, 1940, p . 20 .

2 . Walnut Cr eek Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, August 12, 1911 .
3 . Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, June 15,

1911.

4. Kans as Yearly Aeeting, Minutes, 1908, mi nute 29 .

5 . No r t hbranch Academy Boa rd of Trustees, Minutes, June 10
a n d 19 , 190 7 •
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assembly, classrooms, gallery, and chapel could be converted into one room with a seating capacity of five
1
hundred.
The new building was dedicated, February 5, 1911,
with President Edmund

tanley of Friends University de-

liveri ng the dedicatorr address .

At that service the

twenty-five hundred dollar debt on the building was removed by subscriptions. 2
ported in June,

11

The secretary of the Board re-

We think the prospect never was better

than at t he present time . 03
The scoool board, in return for the old church

and school building and the lots facing t~ "street
north", which belonged to the Griends church, granted
to the
11

onthly 1eeting a le~se on the new building,

to be used for meeting purposes as the

eeting shall

desire" for ninety-nine years or "as long as the building shall stand.

114

1. Year Book, The Jubilee ~uaker , 19 40, p. 20 .
2. Ibid •
3. ro rthbranch Academy Boe.rd of Trustees , Minutes, June 8,
1911 .

4.

orthbranch 'ontt.ly .eeting,

nut es, December 24, 1911-
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In 1914-15 a gymnasium was completed.

For the time,

the boys were permitted to participate in "matched games".
However, the privilege was rescinded some years later. 1
In the year 1917-18 the Academy was accredited by
2
the Kansas State Board of Education.
Formerly, there
had been maintained an academic course, taught by two
teachers with college degrees, and an eighth grade,
taught by Academy graduates .

But to meet the requirements

for being accredited, the eighth grade was dropped and a
third teacher added to the high school department.

3

The Academy continued without a break until 1936
when, because of indebtedness, crop failures through
drouth, and t.he removal of many residents to the Pacific
Northwest, the institution was closed for two years.

How-

ever, it was reopened in the fall of 1938 and is continui ng in i ts educ a ti o na 1 cap a ci ty •
1. Nor thbranch Academy Bee rd of Trustees, Minutes, November
11, 1914 and N1.ay 26, 1922 .
2. Ibid., reports.
3. Ibid•, May 26, 1916, and report for year 1917-18 •
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Lowell Polytechnic Institute

William B. Morgan was the guiding light of the
Lowell Polytechnic Institute.

Having colll)leted his 11ork

at Earlham · college, Richmond, Indiana., he settled among
the Quakers in Cherokeil county.

Soon after arriving he

cau &ht a vision of the flow of the rearby river being
converted into power for a Friends school of the secondary level with special err.phasis in technical training.
He organized about a dozen of the leading Friends
into a stockholders association which was later chartered
by the State under the name of the "Lowell Educcti onal
Aki

Association."

E2ch of the original twelve m n hav-

ing paid one hundred dollars, the AssociaUon purchased
forty acres of ground adjoining Lowell on the south .
They laid this land out into town lots, reserving a ten
acre plot for the location of the Institute.

This was put

into the hands of Spring .River Quarterly Meeting .

As soon

as Grand River Quarterly Meeting was organized, it was
associated with Spring .River in the management of the
new school.
It was at this time thet the Lowell Preparative

104

Lowell Polytechnic Institute
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Mee t ing was making plans for a church building .

A 11 ttle

more than five hundred dollars had been subscribed.

The

Meeting proposed to donate this amount to the school
provided the Meeting could have use of the auditorium
for church purposes.

Other funds were made available,

partly from the sale of lots and partly from donations
of material, labor, hauling, etc.
A two-room school and church building was erected,

and school opened in 1892 with Pliney E . Goddard as
principal, assisted by Mary Morris and Hettie Hunt .1
It was the first institution for purely secondary edUcation in Cherokee county.

It was intended from the

first to have polytechnic features incorporated into its
curriculum, but that never came to fruition.

2

In reality,

similar courses were offered as in the Academies~ viz.,
College

repara tory, General Academic, Business, and

iusi c . 3
In 1895-96, the enrollment was thirty-two, and
that commiencement the first class, of one member, graduated .

Arrangements were made then to complete the boarding

1. All information to this point has been gleaned from the

correspondence of J. H. Morgan , Hardtner, Kansas, March
19 , 19 41; of W. E. ·organ, Mulberry , Kansas , June 19,

1941, both men being sons of William organ; and Mrs .
Henry Cox, Galena, Kansas, June 10, 1941•

2. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Biennial ~ports, 1901-02 .

3 . Sou~nir of Friends Schools, P• 94 .
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1
han •

By 1899 the Institute owned a library snd a

museum of

atural History valued at l l200, and one-

hundred sixty acres of lana. 2

Severai hundred volumes

of the library were a gift , along with five hundred
dollars cash, from Hannah E. Davis of Spiceland, Indiana.
An article in the charter stated that

11

3

If in the

future it should seem desirable ••••• the Directors
shall be aut ho rized, with the consent of the Stockholders Association and the Quarterly Me etings interested,
to attach the Institution to some University."

In a re-

port of the di rectors to Spring Ri ver Quarterly Meeting ,

August 18, 19·0 0, it was reconmended that "since Kansas
Yearly Meeting now controls Friends University, it seems
desirable for Lowell to become a part of Friends University."

This request was approved by the Meeting •4

This sounds as if the founders had planned for the Institute to develop into a college itself.
Though the school for the year 1899-1900 was
announced as "prosperous" --eighty having attended--and
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting , .Wdnutes, 1896.
2. Souvenir of FriendS Schools, P• 96.
3. Kansas Yearly

eating, Minutes, 1898, minute 27.

4. Spring hiver Quarterly ieeting, Minutes, August 18, 1900.
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the outlook for another year was

II

1
favorable" , the hopes

were shattered by the founding of a high school at Colum-

bus .

The attendance ha.d declined and, because of it, the

finances were affected.

2

Because of the competition of

this and other newly-organized high schools il., surrounding towns, the Academy was closed in March, 1904.

3

The

library was removed to the Friends University

11 brary.

The real estate was disposed of by the Grand

River and Spring River Quarterly Meetings in 1912--the
former receiving the

II

west half of block one and two

with all l::uildings thereon", and the latter receiving

the

II

lots.

campus" of seven and one-half acres and some town
4

Lowell

onthly

eating still conducts its church

services in the school building.

1. Spring River Quarterly Meeting, Minut ~~ ' August 18, 1900.
2 • Ibid. , August 17 , 1901 •
3. Kansas Yearly Meeting, ti. nu tes, 1904, minute 24 and p • 61.
Also correspondence of w. E. Morgan, June 19, 1941.
4. Spring hiver Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, November 11,
1911, and August 10, 1912.
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Haviland Acadamy

Henry Fellow assisted the Quaker settlers in the
·1.avi land community of Kiowa county to organize an Academy, the first school of secondary level in the county .
He spent one or iwo weeks in getting signers to a subscription paper.

When the settlers had pledged one-half

of the amount required to erect a building, the stockholders decided to build "on fai th11 tba t the balance could
be raised later and that the income from tuitions would
1
cover the salaries of the teachers.
Since construction on the building did not begin until October or November, 1892,

2

the trustees

opened the first year of school in a rented, vacant
3
store on tbe main street of haviland .
A~ bert F.
Styles and Cora Knowlton began teaching in the last
week in October •

At the close of t, ay, 189 3, the

school was moved into the new, partly-finished school
house .

4

1. Interview with Frank
uary 1, 1941 •

c.

Brown, Havila1id, Kansas, Jan-

2. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, October
l O , 14 , 2 6 , 18 9 2 •
3. Ibid•, December 19, 1892.
4. Ibid•, Report of ~rustees to stockholders.

Vacant Store in Which Haviland Academy
Officially Opened, 1892
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Haviland Acadsny
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The structure not being completed, many in the first
commencement audience sat on two-by-twelve planks
1
l aid across "sleepers" .
By the b~ginning of the second fall te~n a twostory, frame building stood corrpleted waiting for unhindered occupancy .

The main part ran east and west

with a wing, containing the entrance, projecting south.
'
3
The cost was ,1>2,374.91.

2

1'he structure stood where the

present stucco building now stands.

4

Lots for the campus

were donated to the Academy Association by the Haviland
Town Company .

5

In August , 1893, the Friends church moved from
their sod "meeting house" and began to hold services
in the second story of the Ac&.demy building in a roQ'n
6
known as "Academy Rall" •
The Meeting paid ~25 .QO per
year rental .

7

This practice continued until the new

1 . Interview with Frank Brown, Haviland, January 1, 19 41.
2 . Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, March 25,
1893 .
3 . The haviland Onlooker, June 4, 1910.
4 . Interview with Frank Brown , Haviland , Jmuary 1, 1941•
5 . Haviland Academy Bea rd of Trustees, Minutes , November 28, 1893 .
6. Haviland Monthly
7 . Ibid . ,

eeting, Minutes, August 6, 1893.

ovember 3, 1894 .
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church building v.as erected in Haviland in 1906.1
Because of bad crops the board refused to plan
for school for the third year, 1894-95, until the matter was brought to the stockholders at their annual
2
meeting in July or August of 1894.
The stockholders
voted to continue .
so serious that

However, the s 1 tua ti on became

lvira Parker, Secretary of the Board,

was appointed by the Association to tour the East
for the solicitation of funds "necessary to meet the
obligations now due, and to carry the Acadeny through
the depression from short crops·"

3

Her proposed

mission was approved by liavi land Q.u;"rterly Meeting
and Kans as Yearly · ee ting; returning in May , 13 9 6, she
reported at a mass meeting the following summary:
Absent from home, 32 weeks; worked 6
months; visited 6 weeks; 9 states solicited,
12 states crossed, 10 states contri bl c.ed , 65
Meetings solicited, 12 ~eatings gave public
collection .
720 names of donors to the fund recorded .
80 railroad trips made; 4550 miles by railroad;
railroad fares, 1356 miles at 2¢ rate, 3200
miles at 3¢ rate, Jl3l . 63; street car fares,
1 . Haviland Monthly Mee ting, Minutes , May 5, 1906.
2. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, .Minutes, 18921906, Annual report.
3 • I bi d • , p • 22 •
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.J8

~ -15; livery fares, u. 3 . 25; hotel bills, .25;
laundry , . 10; lunchest etc . , f 4-48; clothing,
extra wear and tear, ~22.14; ~175 . 00 expenses
a l lowed out of collections •

Slept in 100 spare beds, entertained by
Began at Lawrence, Kansas. Closed
at Atlantic City, New Jersey; Philadelphia
Friends gave la~gest total, $433.00. A. F.
and Cora (Knowlton) Styles remitted ~64.00 on
a note, largest. Smallest offering, one cent
on 3 occations. Total amount subscribed and
paid ~1774.82. Heartaches, and snubs innumerable, hut glad for all favors and the g ood
hand of God through all.
150 people .

et at train on return by citizens of
vi cl ni ty who had p 'rovi ded a warm house and
bountiful dinner.l
2
A new dormitory was co r(J)leted in 1901.
In 1905 the stockholders don a ted the Academy
building and two-th irdS of the ground on which it
3
was located to the Haviland Monthly Meeting.
The
eeting appointed trustees, called

11

The Board of

Managers" to operate the institution.

In the

same year the stockholders of the dormito ..-y transferred the management of it to the Havi ]and Mo n thly
leeting, also, "so long

!i!S

said building is used

for the benefit of Haviland Academy".

4

1. Haviland Academy Bo ard of Trustees.
p. 23.

2 . Kansas Yearly

eeting,

3 . Haviland Monthly

1892 - 1906 ,

inutes, 1901, mintj.te 28 .

eeting,

4 . Ibid . , August 5, 19 05.

Minutes.

inutes, ~arch 4, 1905.
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In 1907 Haviland Monthly Meeting transferred
the Academy property, consisting of one-half acre of
land, building, and fUrniture valued at $3000, to
the own'3rs hip of Kans as Yearly Meeting to be held
in t1ust for haviland Quarterly Mee ting on condition
that the Quarterly Meeting

11

make due provision for

the management and control of a school of Academic
grade on said premises." This also applied to the
l
dormitory.
These three changes to larger controlling
bodies were done with the idea of facilitating the
financing of the institution t

In this new set-up each 1\{onthly Meeting in the
Quarterly

eeting, except Fowler and Lafayette, was

entitled to one member on the board of managers .

In

addition to these six representatives were five members

II

centrally located • 11

2

The reason Fowler and

Lafayette were excluded was the newly founded Academy
at Fowler, Kansas.

The

1onthly

eetings participating

were Pleasant Valley (Stafford), Prairie Vale (near
Coldwater), Prairie Flower, Hopewell, Pleasant
1. Haviland Monthly 1eeting, :Minutes , September, October, 1906, and January 5, 1907.

2. Haviland Academy
1916, P• 1.

oard of Trustees, Minutes, 1906-
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Plains, and Havilana .

1

In 1910 an addition was built onto the north
s1 de of the Academy building.

This was a two-story

annex, twenty-four by thirty feet ,2 at a cost of
Jj.

'IP1085 .69.

3

ix years later the board must have discovered
suddenly that the school 1:::uilding was deteriorating
beyond repair.

The Board

read that the trustees

II

·nutes for June 20, 1916,

decided to ask the Monthly

Meetings the privilege to build a new house •11

This was

an unusual procedure because Monthly Meetings are
more or less subordinate to t he larger body.

But the

reason offered was that the Quarterly Mee ting would
not convene unti 1 August and by then i t would be
late to arrange for the coming year. 11
content of the message, dated June 20,

II

too

Here is the
916, which

was taken by personal representatives to each con-

stituent local church:
The Academy Board has carefully considered
the needs for the coming year end has arrived
at the f ollowi n6 conclusions: First that it
wi 11 take from J l000 .oo to $ 1500 .oo to put
1. Haviland Academy Boord of Trustees, Minutes , 1906 to
1916, pp. l, 2.

2 . I bid., November 12, 1910.
3 . I big . , Anrual report.

116

the building into suitable condition for school;
second tbat the present condition of the building doesn't justify this outlay.l
It went on to state that 1 t believed

II

a new

building should be constructed as soon as possible"
and asked approval to "proceed at once to raise
funds and construct" one.

2

Though the old building wes used for another
year, plans went forward immediately for a new edifice.

The Board passed a resolution on November 6,

1916, to add a Bible Training School to the Acadany, 3

and a comni ttee of three was appointed to prepare the
rules and by-laws concerning the government and
maintenance of it.

4

Within the year the Academy had

been transferred from the Yearly Meeting's trusteeship and the Quarterly Meeting's management to an
entirely new organization, "The Bible Training
School Association", set up on December 27, 1916 . 5
1. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, 1906 to
1916, p. 57.
2. Ibid•

3. Ibid., November 6, 1916.
4. _Ibid.

5. Kansas Central Bible Training ~chool Board of Trustees,
inutes, 1916 to 1931, p. 150.
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Though the Academic Department has continued as a disti nc t high school unit in conjunction with the Ministerial Training Department to the present day, its history is recorded in the chapter entitled
College 11

•

11

Friends Bible

118

Friends Univer·sity Preparatory School

When Friends University opened in 1898, the
Preparatory School was established as a matter of
course.

It was really an Academy, offering a three and,

later, a four year course prepare.to ry to college entrance.
The enrollment in this School for five year periods was
as follows:

. ... .. .. ..
. . .. . .

iaea-89 •
• • • 65
87
1903-04
173
1908-09 •
103
1913-14 • •
33
1918-19

In 1918-19 the first preparatory class was dropped.
An additional one was left off ea.ch succeeding year until the Commencement of 1922, when the Pr eparatory
School had its last graduating exercises--and thus ceased
to exist. 1
1. 'rhis information was gleaned from Kansas Yearly Meeting,
Minutes, different issues•
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Fowler Academy

Fowler Academy, in Meade county, received its
inspiration at the start from the business men of
other denominations in the corrmunity, who raised nearly :J 5000 and turned it to the Friends for the frunding
of a. school.

Fov1ler was a new town, and a school of

secondary learning would be an incentive for settlers to come into the community.
reasons that the Quakers wer

There were two

selected as the owners

ne was the fact that some of

of the new insti tut1on.

the business men, notably the banker, had a ttended
Friends' schools elsewhere.

The other was that the

Friends had gained a reputation as academy orga.ni zers.
However, according to the lav,s of Kansas, if
the Quakers were to organize an Academy, there must
be a Friends church, but there was none.

In feet, there

were only four adult Quakers in the o:,rnmunity.
were enough to organize a

11

These

1\lionthly Meeting for Business",

which met the requirements of the law, but not enough
for church services.

o in the yard of A. B. Roberts,

four miles north of Fowler, a

eeting for Busiress was

officially set up, but it was not until after the

120

Fowler Academy
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building we.s erected that a "Monthly Mee ting for Worship11 was es tablished .
Nine man bers were required by l~w to compose the
Board of Trustees, but, though a few more had moved in,
there were not enough Quakers to meet this requirement.
A delegation of citizens, not Quakers, seeill!; they

could not get a high school any other way, went to the
Friends comnunity of Haviland, sixty miles distant,

to obtain two board memuers.

However, Haviland was

jealous of its own Academy, e.nd, fearing too rruch competition, refused to cooperate .

Finally, two men

from Wichita, one hundred sixty miles away, were appointed to make up the required nine Quaker board members .

1
As soon as the organi za ti on was comp eted,

the

five thousand doller donation was used to construct a
"corrrnodious and convenient" frame building in the town
of Fowler .

School opened i n the fall of 1906 with H. H.

Towns end and wife as teachers .

At the beginning only

seventeen had enrolled, but by the end of the year there
were tbi rty-f'our . 2
1 . Interview with A. B.
ary 6, 1941 •

oberts, Fowler, Kansas, Febru-

2 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1906, minute 26 •
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Boarding features were added in 1910. 1
By 1911 the Board of Directors proposed to close
her do ors, but the business men came to the rescue
2
financially .
This seems somewhat surprising when one
learns that the public high school was opened in the
fall Of 1912. 3
The following ap Peal was made to the Fowler
Monthly Meeting by the Board of Di recto rn on Jaruary
24, 1914 .

We, the Board of Directors of Fowler Friends
Academy, wish to make the following proposition:
bfter due consideration we find under the

present conditions we cannot conti rue the Academy

another year . The l~gal rights of the property are
v~s ted in the Board of Di recto r s and we are wi 11ing to transfer to the Monthly Meeting all of
the Academy property, notes, and other resources,
the same to be used for church purposes on condi tion that the Monthly Meeting assume all of the
indebtedness 4 against the ins ti tu ti on ••••

This 1proposi tion is ma.de with the feeling
that the property ought to be saved for the
Monthly Meeting •••• 5
1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1910, minute 38.

2. Ibid . , 1911, minute 5.
3. Interview with A . B. Robe rts, Fowler, Kansas , February
6, 1941 .

4 . It seems that this amounted to i3370 .64.
ly Meeting, Minutes, October 24, 1914.

Fowler Month-

5 . Fowler Monthly Meeting, Minutes, January 24, 1914•
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In June, "after much delay and hesitation" the
Monthly Meeting accepted the proposition.

~ecial

subscriptions were taken, to be paid by thi rd.s --one
each on Sept ember 1, 1914, 1915, and 1916 •1

The

school having officially closed in the spring of 1914,
the tuildi ng was offered for sale to the Fowler pubThe board rejected it.

lie school board for ~4000 .

2

How ever, it was rented to t he public school board for
1914-15 at forty-five dollars per month.

3

The Monthly

Meeting off erect to give the bui ldi ng end five acres
tu the Quarterly Meeting for the indebtedness, with

the proposition that the Academy might be moved to
Liberal.

The Quarterly Meeting rejected it.

4

The building was fl nally traded for three-hundred
eighty acres of land .

The sale of this land paid

off all of the indebtedness .

1 . Fowler Monthly
1914 .

5

eeting, Minutes, June 27 and October 24,

rch 28 and April 25, 1914.
3 • I bi d • , Sep t ember 2 6 , 19 14 •
4 . Interview with A. B.
6, 1941.

oberts, Fowler, Kans as, February
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Spring River Academy

A spirit of

11

progressi vism" fi 1 tered into the

Friends church over the ',11estern portion of the United
States in the latter half of the past century.
the

Formerly,

uakers held tenaciously to the following pattern:

No paid pastors, no music in the church, no luxury of
living, no evangelistic or missionary movement, few or
no instantaneous religious personal experiences, no
use of the personal pronouns other than
11

thy", etc .

II

thou",

11

thee",

In the closing decades, upon a wave of re-

vi valis tic fervor, al 1 of the above list were shunted

aside by more and more Quakers as being contrary to the
teachings of the Bible and of George Fox, the founder of
the Church .

Soon two factions develope d in the local

meetings--the "Progressives" and the "Conservatives".
The colloquial term for the former was "Fast Quakers"
and for the latter

II

Slow Quakers" •

The Conservative Fri ends and the Progressive Fri ends
all over the Yearly Meeting area broke relationships,
effected at Lawrence, Kansas, in 1879.

1

After the

1 . Kansas Yearly [eeting (Progressive), Minutes, 1B79,
minutes 4, 15, and 1880, minutes 11, 35.
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separation the Conservatives continued for some years
under the same na e as the larger b dy,
Meeting of the Society of Friends • 11

11

Kansas Yearly

There were three

Quarterly Meetings, Spring River, Cottonwood, and \ alnut Creek. 1

They met in their Yearly Meeting sessions

at Errporia, Kansas, on odd years and at Spring River
on even years •

2

The Progressives attained the ascendency in numbers until today they make up all of the Friends churches
in Kansas, with the exception of one Conservative Monthly
~eet1ng at Spring River which has an attendance of
about twenty people.

This one Monthly Meeting holds

services in a large stone l:uilding which formerly housed
the Spring River Academy,an institution controlled by
the Conservatives.

All of the other schools discussed

in this thesis were operated by the Prog ---essives.
Spring River Academy was located about six miles
from Lowell Polytechnic Institute, six miles west of
Galena, and about the same distance north of Baxter
Springs, in Cherokee county.

The thickly-settl-

1. It is to be noted that the Progressives also had Quarterly Meetings by these same names. The reason was
that each faction claimed itself to be the original and
the other the spurious church. Each group entitled itself "Orthodox Friends".
2. Kansas Yearly Meeting (Conservative), linutes, 1908 and
1909 •
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ed neighborhood was known as

11

Quaker Valley".

Ground was broken in 1879 for the stone building
which was to be used as a home for the Academy and as
a "meeting house" for the religious services of the Conservative Friends.

The first committee of management was

appointed to have oversight of

11

The Friends High School at

Spring River."

But before the school was formally opened,
1
the name was changed to Spring River Academy.
The Academy was opened in the new building near

the close of the year 1880 under the management of
11
.Spring River Quarterly Meeting" •2 The first fractional
term was followed by a spring term of three months.
After the usual summer vacation it opened its first full
year in September, 1881, under the direction of Charles

v.

Ryder, principal.

3

The following are excerpts from the first full
report published in The Western Friend, .Jecember ., 1882.
It was soon found after the school opened
that it was quite difficult to procure accomnodations for students who desired to attend,
mainly because so few Fri ends resided near the
school. This difficulty was so great and the need
so pressing that steps were taken during the
summer of 1881 to erect a boarding house; some
donations were made by Friends in the East , but
1. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Biennial
Reports, 1901-1902.
2 . An entirely separate body from the Spring Riv er Quarterly Meeting (Progressive) that controlled the
Lowell Polytechnic Institute.
3 . The western Friend, December, 1882, PP• 96, 97 •
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not enough to build such a one as was needed.
Before the work was begun the co ntro 1 of the
school was tendered to Kansas Yearly Meeting!
and acceptea •••• with the prospect that the
boarding ·t ouse would be at once erected; Friends
agreed with J. N. Miller and w1 fe of Iowa who
were in attendance at the Yearly Meeting, to
take charge of same as superintendent and
matron. 1/lhen they came on, they were not satisfied with such a building as Friends had begun to build. And also thought that more land
was needed, before it would be best for them
to take charge.
Here was presented what seemed an insurmountable difficulty. After the rmtter was
fully canvassed, the Friends of pring rtiver
who had already expended more than t2000 in
labor and $1000 in money, in addition to all
the donations received, crune to the aid of
the Yearly Meeting committee and purchased a
tract of thirty-three acres adjoining the
school, at a cost of ;970 cash, all of which
they raised and paid among themselves. After
this had been accomplished the parties employed as superintendent and matron, were unwilling to make contract with the Yearly
Meeting's committee without the personal endorsement of certain individuals who declined
to enter into such an e.greement. This put 1 t
beyond reach of the committee to do anJ more,
and they turned their attention in other directions to sustain the school.
The enrollment, which had reached about
fifty-five was greatly reduced by the influence of these things, and doubtless had much
to do with the action Of the late Yearly Meeting, by which the Academy was returned to the
management of Spring iver onthly Meeting.
Notwithstanding these discouragements, the
work of building the boarding house bas been
pushed forward• A two-story frame wilding,
36~4 feet, with nine rooms was :fl nished ready
for the present term, at a cost of $1200,
1 . The Conservative branch.
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$400 of which was assumed by the ~ring hi ver
Friends ••••• In addition to this the Spring River
Friends have also assumed the debt and raised
the money to pay the Principal the deficit
occasioned by the limited attendance last year,
being over 200 .
The present session opened on the 13th of
10th mo. 1882, with Dillwyn Stratton of Ohio
as Principal, assisted by .Re.ch.el A. Stout, of
Emporia , Kansas, who was also assistant last
year .
Joseph and Esther J.WLasters of Ohio Yearly
eeting have been employai as superintendEnt
and matron . Under the present mane.ganent, the
enrollment has again reached fifty-four, with
a prospect of others.
The Fri ends interested in
1 ts welfare feel that ~pring h.iver Academy has
successfully passed its first great trial,
There are quite a number of the children
of Fri ends who are in unity with us, in Missouri
and Arkansas, who need to attend the v chool at
pring River, as they are growing up with very
11 mi t al opportunities for any e dU ca ti on, and
no influence such as Friends' children should
have . T ey cannot attend our school , because of
the indigent circumstances of their par ents •• •
In consideration of these facts, the committee
in charge have decided to admit all ~h ese
children, about twenty in all, free of tuition,
if Friends in the Eastern Sfates will defray the
expense of t eir board •• • ••
The report for

ctober, 1887, revealed that the

Academy had no indebtedness and eighty-two dollars in
t he treasury with
year".

II

no additional fU nds needed for the

This report, given at the Yearly Meeting

1. The' estern Friend, December, 1882., PP • 96, 97 .
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sessions, "aroused quite an interest" and a subscription
was started to institute a "permanent school fund for
indigent c ildren11
$1000 • 11

,

to be

II

contingent upon its reaching

Seven hundred fifty dollars was at once sub-

scribed an:l a committee appointed to solicit further
1
subscription auring the year.
By November of the
2
follo 11ing year this fund had reached nearly $1300 •
The State Superintendent reported in bis
Biennial Report for 1887-1888 that ~ring liver Academy had "no regular faculty" but that usually two
teachers were employed, each taking "such classes as
seems to suit best . "

There were three "grades

11

:

11

Pri-

mary11 with an enrollmen t of eighteen; "Intermediate"
with eight children; and
total of forty-one .
land .

11

Acadenic 11 with fifteen; a

The school owned forty acres of

The financial items showed that for the current

year $270 was paid to teachers, $50 for incidentals,
$20 for buildings and repair .

Receipts :rrom tuition

fees were $255 and from voluntary contribution $35 •
This left a deficit of f30.
1.
2. ~

The tuition rates for the

Westem Fri end, October, 1887.
- , No: ember, 1888.
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year , not including board, were Primary, $12; Inter1
mediate, $18; and Acadenic, i24.
The 1901-02 reports disclosed that four teachers
were bi red; sixty-nine students snrolltd; only twenty
acres of land owned; value of

11

ap~ratus", ~1000; em-

ount of endowment, $2000 ; fourteen hundred volumes
in the library; total receipts for the year, about
$1100; and the tuition rates increased slightly .

2

The rEport continues:
The purpose of the school is to give a liber-

al education, under such influence as will tend
to develoP in pupils, not only high ideals in
life and ambitions for wider usefulness as they

grow older, but, more definitely, a truly Christian character. In order to further this fundamental purpose of the school, many of the exercises and influences are of a decidedly religious
character; as, for example, the memorizing of
portions of the holy scriptures each week as a
part of the regular work. The 'course' in each
department covers four 'years', or twen y-four 3
months of actual study, not includinp: vacations.
By 1907-08 the enrollment had decreased until

it was eighteen with an average attendance of

11

6 1/5

The enrollment for the following year was thirteen.

11

•

4

5

1 . State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Biennial
Reports, 1887-1888.
2 • I bi d. , 19 0 l -19 02 •
3 . Ibid.

4. Kansas Yearly Meeting ( Cons ervaU ve), Minutes, 1908 •
5 • .!..'Q.!_g,. , 1909.
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The exact date of closing the school was not
discovered.

But the reason given was that there were

"no Friends child r en to go. 111

standing and is being used as a

The blilding is st.ill
11

me eting house" for

Conservative Fri ends.

1. Correspondence of ~oah T. Harvey, Gale na, Kansas,
June 23, 1941.
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CHAPTER VI
JOHN BRIGHT UNIVERSITY

In Wichita, Kansas, a great speculation boom
in real estate was in full flov;er during the last two
decades of the past century.

Immigrants from Eastern

states were moving in by the hundredS.
prices were

II

skyrocketing" •

Real estate

Citizens bought property

within the environs of Wichita and platted it into
building lots for the sole purpose of re-selling at
abnormal profit.
of

Ea.ch speculator, hoping that the city

ichita would expand into the direction of his re-

cently platted ground, offered inducements to new arri-

vals to buy his lots.

The comp etl ti on for buyers be-

came intensely keen.
One popular method to entice these buyers was to
persuade some church or group of men to build a college
or university in the region of his real estate.

Families

wculd be attracted to and pay better prices for property
in the vicinity of an educational institution.

In fact,

land prices would advance so much that promoters, when
hearing of plans to construct a college, would make
bids in land and cash to the founders to induce them to
build in their district.
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Quick to take advantage of this the prospective
founders of a college capitalized on these offers to
finance the construction of an institution.

In fact,

before locating a school they would announce in the
Wichita newspapers their intentions to build, and wait
for the highest bidder to make his proposition •1
Into this s1 tuation came a group of Quakers who
wi sh~d to found a Fri ends University.

They were moti va.ted

by the fact that their church controlled no university,
proper, in the United States •

2

They organized into the

"Friends Board of Education" 3 in the early part of 1887.
The Wichita Eagle, on February 6, 1887, ran the ensuing
two-column, front-page write-up:

s. n. Coffin and Edward Stanley of Lawrence,
Warren Johnson, Walter J. Cox, J. C. Wooten, v. K.
Stanley and William p. Jester of Wichita, have
inforporated themselves for the purp se of founding,
supporting, and conducting the John Bright University
at Wichita, Kansas, which institution shall be for
the co-education of the sexes, and for affording
them equal opportunities for acquiring the highest
physical, social, intellectual, and spiritual
1 . This information gathered fran the scanning of The
Wichita Eagle files of the period and from interviews
with Gerald Wood, Head of the Department of Public
Relations, Friends University, Wichita, Kansas .
2. The Wichita Eagle, February 6, 1887, P• 1.

3. Correspondence with Arch E. McVi car, Register of Deeds
of Sedgwick county, Wichita, Kansas, April 28, 1941.

135

excellence under the broadest Christian culture.1
Though these men were Quakers and desired to found
a Friends institution, there is no record that they ever
received the off icie.l sanction of the Friends church.

The

contemplated University was named for the celebrated English Quaker lawyer, John Bright.
The location of the University was determined after
bids were given by the property owners of the different
2
localities .
To attract these bids the following notice
was inserted as paid advertising in The Wichita Eagle on
three successive days:

11

Notice: To all parties bidding

for John Bright University; have your bids sealed and
in the hands of the trustees, Friday, March 12, M. 113
In response to this advertisement, according to
an announcement in the Eagl e, only one "~redi table" bid
was found by the "locating committee" among those offered.
There was a question whether to ace ept 1 t or not. 4 Th ere
was a delay of seven days before the nature of the bid
and

the location were announced .

In the meantime some

1 . '11he Wichita ~ , February 6, 1887, p. 1.
2. Ibid . ,

arch 6, 1887, p. 4.

3 . Ibid., March 11, 1887, P• 4.
4.

.!.12.!J!. ,

arch 15, 1887, P • 4 .
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dishonest promoters, for the sake of making sales, were
announcing to prospective customers that the University
would be established where their property was located.
The Eagle made this edi tori~l comment after the "locating
committee" had suspended operations for a few days.

"The

matter is attracting the attention of the •snappers' and
occasionally one bobs up with the exact location when he
finds a customer whom he ajudges does not know otherwise. 01
On

arch 19, the character of the accepted bid was

published in the paper.
land and $25,000.

It "consisted of 223 acres of

To this was added 630 acres of land

which was bought by the Fri ends of Wichita and surround-

ing country11

•

2

This meant that the founders had a prom-

ised donation of 853 acres and $25,000 to begin the construction of the institution.
The plans, as announced, were to · J end over
$100,000 in erecting buildings.

as

II

The location was described

a natural mound twenty feet above the surrounding sur-

face and forty by t enty rodS in size11

•

The ~tire

3

mound was to be a part of the campus •

1. The Wichita l@.Ble, March 16, 1887, P• 4.
2. Ibid.,
3.

!.E!J!·

arch 19, 1887, P• 4.
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There was some delay in getting a clear deed to
the donated property.

By

ay 8, the manag ers had gained

undisputed tit 1 e to 470 acres of the land •1
On June 2, t he Architects, Terry and Thompson,
2
staked out John Bright University.
By June 25, the
excavati on for the bas enent was done and the stone was
being delivered for the basement walls.

3

he le.st notice found in the Eagle

October 30th i ssue .

was in the

It was that the "work on the found-

tion is being pushed to completion" .

The next statement

indicated a d ecline in real estate prices .

nA fe

more

lots are yet on the market for a short time at exceeding1y 1o

p ri c es 11 • 4

Befor e John Bright University ever advanced beyond
a basement, t he boom collapsed and the corporation never
had enough money to finish their proj e t .
1. The ,ichite

5

. ay 8, 1887 •

2, Ibid., June 3, 1887, P• 4 .
3 . Ibid,, June 25, 1887, p . 4.

4, I big,., October 30 , 1887, P • 4 .
5.

n April , 1941, the author and Gerald ood drove 2½ miles
south of Douglas averue on .'.:Jeneca street, t en turned
east on a private drive to a sandy mound . On this mo nd
as to be a een the top of t e bas ent walls flush w1 th
the ground ,
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Mrs . T. M. Rittenoure,

v.

K. Stanley's daughter,

wrote the following on February 25, 1941.

"The Friencts

held on to the property for several years hoping to be
able to do something with it, but as the years went on,
and t he older ones woo had worked on it at the first
left Wich1 ta and interest lagged, there was nothing to do
1
but g1 ve up the idea".
She did not know what disposition the FriendS eventually made of the property.

1. Correspondence of Miss Etta Berry, Friends University,
Wichita , Kansas, with Mrs . T. M. Rittenoure, 326 So.
Mulbe1"'ry, Alburquerque, New Mexico, February 25, 1941.

139

CHAPTER VII

FRIENDS UNIVERSITY

Friends College Association
As early as 1891 Kar:sas Yearly Meeting was
officially considering the matter of establishing a
college within her territory.

A committee, which had

been appointed to consider the matter, reported to the
Yearly Meeting session in October of that year:

11

The

time has come for the establishment of such a school".
Immediately a College Association was formed by the
eet1ng, granting manbership upon the subsc iption of
twenty-five dollars or more.

In the fac v of the meeting

seventy-five persons became members with a total guarantee of $2700 .
of Trustees

This association met and elected a Board
ho were authorized to establish a college
1

as soon as $.50,000 was secured -

The following year the College Association reported
that 1 t had received a charter of incorporation :from the
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1891, minutes 44, 45, 47 .
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State.

This Charter named the corporation the "Fri ends

College Association of Kansas 11

•

Its objective was to

organize a degree-conferring college at a place in the
state of Kansas to be selected later; to be conducted in
11

accordance with the principles of the religious Soc.1 ety

of Friends".

Only Quakers who should pay twenty-five

dollars or more were members.

The Board was to consist

of fifteen members, five to be appointed by the Yearly
eeting and ten to be elected by the .Association.

By

this time eighty-three more members had been added to the
1
corpora ti on.
The depression of 1893 handicapped this new organi2.ation in its enterprise for an educational instltution.2

Because of this Penn college3 proposed to the

Friends College Association that Kansas Yearly Meeting
adopt that institution as

11

its Yearly

eeting college

11

,

with the privilege of appointing two members on its

Board and with the understanding that financial aid
be voluntary and that the church assume no monetary
obligation.
al

II

Kansas Yearly Meeting accepted the propos-

experimentally for three years" •4

1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1892, minutes, 45, 60.
2 • Ibid. , 189 5, p • 70 •

3. A Quaker college, located at Oskaloosa, Iowa.
4. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1896, minutes 2.8, 42, 71.
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Garfield ll.nivers1ty
In the meantime the Wichita real estate boom
which projected John Bright University onto the scene
created the financial stimulus for the establishment of
Garfield University, which later played such an important
part in Quaker educe.tJ.on.

Dr. Warr en Hendryx, a former

friend of the deceased President Garfield and a minister
in the Christian church, was the founder.

"The Board of

Trustees of the university formed a corporatJ.on and

purchased one-bundred sixty acres

or

land lying just across

the river from the (Wichita) business district •••• streets
were laid out and graded and the remaining lard was

divided into lots, part of which were immediately disposed
of, and the rest held to await the incT'ease in value.

Much

interest was aroused in the university, for it was sure to
boost reality prices, besides making an edllcational center
of Wichi ta." 1
"work on the w.ilding was oonnnenced in the fall o f
1886.

The total cost of the structure was approximately

The basement alone cost $27 ,ocx,; extra thick
1
walls were needed on account of the quick-sand•••" The

$200 1 000.

building was two-hundred thirty-three feet long , two1. Railing, Buth Majil. The Early History of Friends
University. (An unpublished manuscript in the office of
the President or Fri ends University) •
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hundred feet Ill.de, and four and five stories high.
It covered three-fourths of an acre. 1 "The basement
was oonstructed of stone laid in cement, twelve feet and
two inches in the clear.

The other stories were built

of brick heavily trimmed with stone.

There were to be sixty

roans for offices and classrooms, twelve for societies, a
museum, a library sizeable enough for 50,000 volumes, a
chapel with a seating capacity of 3 1 000, and a gallery to
accommodate half that number, three semi-circular fire
escapes, and an elevator.

Only twelve rooms were finished,

however, and these on the main floor." 2
"Furniture for nine recitation roans was purchased,

as well as office equipment for three rooms, six-hundred
opera chairs for the auditorium, and six pianos."

3

"The university had no endowment f und, lu t a young

Iowa girl, who sewed for her meager l ivi ng, sen t a dollar
to help finance the cause.

This was kno wn as the ' Dol l ar
4
Beautiful' and was sealed inside the corner stone."
1. Friends University, Catalogue, 1898-99, P• 5.

2. Railing, Ruth Majil. The Early History of Friends
University, PP• 2, 3.
3.

Ibid•

4.

Ibid.
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Besides the large main building two three-story

boarding houses were built, one north and the other sou th
of the university.

Also residences for the f'acul ty were

constructed near the sohoo1.

1

The school was formally opened as Garfield University,
Septenber 6, 1887.

It fUnctioned until June, 1900, at

which time 1 t was closed.

On September, 1892, it was

reopened.

During this second period of operation it was
2
known as Garfield Memorial University.
When the Wichita boom collapsed, an eighty-three
thousand dollar mortgage on the building ani property

was foreclosed in 1893, and the institution was closed
at Christmas time.

Until 1898, this l'Dlge structure was
3
unoccupied except by "tramps, owls, and bats".
The
property was listed for sale in the newspapers at
4
$50,000.
Friends University

James M. Davis, Friends philanthropist, was born on
a farm in Douglas county and attended Hesper Academy.

His

1. Railing, Ruth Majil, The Early History of Friends
University.
2 . Ibid.
3. Ibid.

4. Interview with Gerald wood, Wichita, Kansas, April, 1941.
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parents moved to Iowa where he enrolled in Penn college .

While a student there he sold stereoptican views for the
B.

w.

Kilbourne Stereoptican View Company of Massachusetts.

He became so proficient that he was eventually made "world
manager" of the company and manufactured -ul ews in America,
Ellrope, and Australia.

By this means he became wealthy. 1

Mr . Davis and his wife, Anna T., proposed to
purchase the buildings and six-hundred fifty lots of the
defUnct Garfield University for the list price of $50,000
and

to present then to Kansas Yearly Meeting, provided

that three - hundred fifty additional lots be donated for
the benefit of the school .

James Allison called together

one- hundred business and profession men of Wichita,
irrespective of denominational affiliation, to take action

upon the proposal of Mr . Davis.

Within a month the three-

bundred fifty lots had been secured,

l d the deed for the

purchase of the Garfield property was recorded March 31,
1898 .

2

Mr . and Mrs . Davis made a contract w:l. th Kansas Yearly
Meeting that the church trustees were not to get a clear

deed to the new property until they had raised a $50,000
1 . Interview with Henry c. Fellow, Wichita, Kansas, May 29,
1941 .
2 . Railing , Ruth Majil, The Early History of Friends

University .
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endowment .

The contract also stipulated that this sum

must be raised within six years.

Much effort was expanded

by the church until the required endowment, w1 th an
additional $8 ,ooo was procured in 1903, one year earlier
than the contract called for .

In that year Kansas Yearly

Meeting received clear title to the University, with the
campus, the North and South Donnitories, and about six1
bundred twenty city lots.
Though the Quakers controlled several colleges over
the United States, they did not own any university, proper .
James Davis had a vision of an institution to which Quaker

you th from all parts of the nation might come to receive
post- graduate training.

For that reason he chose the

name for the new school of "FriendS National University".
However, the name finally agreed upon by him and the
church was FriendS University .

2

Though the college has

never attained to a university rating, it still retains

the name .
On May 17, 18, 1898, the Yearly Meeting Representatives,
at a called meeting, accepted the gift from Mr• and Mrs.
Davis on behalf of the Yearly Meeting.
appointed a

11

At that time they

Board of Management" for the University.

1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1903, minute 73.

2 . Rai ling, Ruth Majil , The Early History: of Friends

University .

On
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September 21 , the school opened with the tabulated
enrollment as follows:
Collegiate - Sophomore year
2
.
Freshman year
8
Preparatory Department
41
Biblical
1
School of Elocution
and Oratory
6
Music
10
Total
68
1
Duplicate Enro l lments
15
In October the Fri ends College Associ at1 on
"unanimously decided to bequeath to Friends University
for Endowment Fund 11 all cash and certificates of stock.

After the transfer was made the officers of the
Association were directed to surrender their Charter .

2

The following year "The Children's Endowment Fund"
was instituted .

Money was to be secured for it by the

local churches over the State setting aside the last
Sunday in

ay as "Children's Day" when special collections

were to be taken for the Fund .
11

audience room" was named

II

The newly completed

Russ ell Hall" in memory of the

deceased son of James and Anna Davis.
gogy", e.

A "school of peda-

ormal course, was added to the curriculum.

The

enrollment reached one hundred two . 3
1 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1898, minutes 28, 29.
2.
3.

fil.9.•,
fil.9.•,

P • 58 .
1899 , PP • 13, 14, 48.
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The year 1901 saw the first students , five in number , to be granted the Bachelor of Arts degree by this
i nstitution .

Seven students, having finished the Nor-

mal course in the

II

School of P edagogy'1 , were granted

diplomas which entitled than to Teachers State Certificates . 1
Five years after the University opened there were
three hundred students enrolled, sixty-three in the
college and one hundred twenty-seven in the Preparatory
and first three years of 1'.ormal .

In this year of 1903,

James Davis had a plat of the University groundS prepared
by a landScape gardener of "national reputation".

A large

number of trees of different varieties were set out 1 n
2
the spring by the students and others.
As one dollar
was announced as the sum needed to purch'W e and properly
a et a tree , a dollar campaign was ins i.1 tuted twc yea.rs
3
later . Pledges amounting to 130 were taken .
By 1907,
t o hundred trees were set out and growl ng •
In 190 6,

r . Andrew Carnegie proposed to present to

Friends University
1 . Kansas Yearly

11

The last half of a Fifty Thousand

eeting,

2 . !..£!_g . , 1903, minute 22 .
3.

4.

~

-,

~ -,

4

1905 , minute 30 .
1907 , P • 18 .

nut es, 1901, minute 30.
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Dollar Endowment"•

The off er was ace epted and by 1910

$38,000 had been raised to meet Mr . Carnegie's proposition.1
A Biblical School curriculum was added in 1907
containing the following three courses:

Classical-

B1 blical Course, the Graduate-Biblical course, and the
2
English-Biblical Course .
By the tenth year of the institution's history, the
enrollment had reached three hundred fifty-six, one
hundred eight in the college and one hundred twentyseven in the Preparatory classes.

The endowment had

grown from $2,000 ( the original Wel ls Fund with a like
amount of accrued interest) to $125 ,000.

In 1898 there

were only twenty-one rooms finished and furnished; now there
were thirty-six completed.

The library had grown from a

few hundred to seven thousand volumes.
teen professors and assistants.

There were now six-

3

By 1909 the Kans as State University approved the
work of Friends University and proposed to accept all of
her undergraduate work on a par with her own .

This meant

that graduates from Friends University could take
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1906, 15, and 1910, P• 36.

2.

lli.£•,

1907, P• 16.

3•

.!.!?!i!•,

1908, PP• 13, 14.
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advanced-standing courses at Kansas University without
1
having their work discounted.
Eighty-one students had enrolled in the Biblical
School in 1911.

In that year Isaac Hammer of Bucklin,

Kansas, made a $36,000 real estate gift to the p3 rmanent
endowment fund. 2 It was in the form of six-hundred
forty acres of farm land.
of

A year later, E. H. Budds and wife

ulli nvill e , Kansas, gave nine hundred sixty acres. 3

Friends University was accredited by the North
Central College .Association in 1915. 4
The first honorary degrees were conferred in the
history of the college at the commencement exercises of
1916.

Samual Nicholson, editor of the American Fri end ,

and Absalom Rosenberger, president of Whittier College,
received the degree of Doctor of Laws . 5
On March , 1918, Edmund Starn.ey re igned fran the
office of president, having served for twenty years •
was appointed President Emeritus .

Dr. W.

o.

Mendenhall ,

of Richmond , Indiana, was elected his successor .
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1909, p . 18 .
2. Ibid., 1911, PP• 37, 38 .
3. I bid., 1914, P• 27.

4. Ibid., 1915, P• 36 .

s. !£!..£•,

1916, p. 41.

He

In
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twenty years the endowment had increased to $265,000.
1
The Gymnasium building was nearly completed.
Though the

orld War brought a tanporary decrease

in student enrollment, by the year 1921-22 the enrollment
in the college department had reached two-hundred seventythree.

The Preparatory School was dropped that Spring--

one class having been dropped each year for the three
preceding years.

However, in that year the North Central

Association of Colleges had increased its requirements
so that Friends University had to have an an nual income
of $50,000.

This was $10,000 more than she was receiving.

The enrollment was increasing so rapidly dllring
the twenties that there was serious consideration of
limiting the number of freshmen.

In fact, so many had

enrolled in the fall of 1923 that registration of
freshmen was stopped at the end of the f irst registration
day . 3

In 1925-26, two hundred fifty-s even freshmen

enrolled.
four. 4

The total attendance was five hundred seventy-

However, w1 th the opening of the tax-supported

Wichita Municipal University in 1926., the attendan c e at
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1918, PP• 32., 33.
2 • ~ . , 19 22, pp. 58 , 61 •
3. Ibid., 1924, P• 54.

4. Ibid., 1926, P• 40.
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Friends University began to decline.
four hundred thirty-eight. 1

By 1928, it was

The President reported in

1934 that one perplexing problem was that of attracting
students to the University.

One hundred more students

could be cared for without increasing the operating
expense. 2
Because of insufficient endowment Friends University
was drop Ped from the

orth Central Assoc! ation of Colleges

list in

However, she was re-admitted the

arch, 1927.

following year.

In the spring of 1939 she was again
dropped and remains so to the present moment. 3
'£he proposition to merge Fri ends University and

Wichita University was made to the Yearly Meeting by
the board of trustees in 1933, but the church rejected
the proposal.

4

In the Spring of 1934 President Me.. denhall resigned.
David ~. F.dwards succeeded him.

5

Dr• Edwards was killed

in an automobile accident in August, 1939.

Dean W. A.

Young was appointed Acting-President for one year.

In

the Spring of 1940 he was elected presid~t of the University$
1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 1929.
2. I bid., 1934, P• 17.

3.

!l2!A·,

1927, P• 50; 1930, P• 32; 1939, pp. 36-38.
4. Ibid.• 1933, pp. 42, 49.

5. Ibid., 1934, P• 16.
6. !l2!A·, 1940, P• 30.

6
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FriendS University is continuing to emphasize
Christian education and 1s also making every effort to
improve 1 ts financial status and build up the physical
plant of the college preparatory to application for readmission to the North Central .Association.1
The National · Defense Program, including the Conscription Act, has temporarily cut down on the attendance
for the year 1940-41, as it has in most educational insti tut1 ons, until there were only three hundred eightythree students enrolled. 2
the enrollment

II

However, when one remanbers

come-back" afte:r the first world War,

one need not become alarmed about the future of the college.
1. Kans as Yearly Meeting, Minutes, 19 40, p. 33.
2. Ibid., pp. 34, 35.
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CHAPTER VIII

FRI ENDS BIBLE COLLEGE

Fri ends Kansas Central Bible Training School

In the closing decades of the last century a new
generation of Quakers in the central and mid-western
states awakened to the realization that the "silent meet-

ings" and practices associated with them were incompatible
with the pioneering philosophy of energetic action and ag-

gressiveness and did not satisfy their religi. ous natures.
At this crucial point a revival of fervent, religious
evangelism, accompanied by high emotionalism, swept through
the church of other denominations.

This movement greatly

influenced the younger generation of the Friends church.
J,,s

has been noted in an earlier chapter this new

movement brought about a separation in the church.
developed the

11

There

Progressive Quakers" and the "conservative

Quakers", each with a separate government and each claiming to be the "orthodox" body.

However, in the "Progres-

sive" ranks there was 11 ttle uniformity of opinion as to
religious doctrines and practices•

They al 1 agreed
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to follow the "pastoral system" but as to the meaning of
the

II

atonement" in 1 ts bearing on the e.xp eriences and

the religious behavior of mankind end to the degree of
emotionalism to be experienced there was a marked disNo church split ever developed from these

agreement.

differences of opinion, but there erose a slight distrust
as to the

II

orthodoxy'' of some groups by other groups.

This explanatory back ground gives the setting for

a discussion Of the history of Friends Bible College.
For some years prior to the founding of its forerunner,
11

The Fri-ends Kansas Central Bible Tralning School",

there had developed a feeling in the minds of many manbers of Kansas Yearly Meeting that the Biblical School at
Friends Univers ity was not enphasizing the religious doctrines that it should•

Consequently, desires were ex-

pressed for a ministerial school separat

from the Wichita

ins ti tu ti on.

It was at this time that the building of Haviland
Academy had so deteriorated that the school board appealed to the local churches to approve an immediate building program.

The need for a new structure so coincided

chronologically with the desire for a rew ministerial
school that the decision to build was soon followed by a
minute of the board of trustees, recorded on Novenber 6,
1916, that the board had voted to add a Bible Training
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chool to the Academy.

Later, Frank Brown, Frank Clark,

and L. Clarkson Hinshaw were authorized to prepare "rules
1
and by-laws concerning the government 0 •
On December 27, 1916, a mass meeting was held in

the Havi lan:i Fri ends Church building for the purpose of
organizing

Bible Training School Association.

There

were one hundred seven charter members who adopted a constitution at that time under the name of tbe "Friends Kansas
Central Bible Training School Association".

Their objec-

tives were to continue the Acadany department the same as
before and to add to it "a preparatory school in order to

provide those who are called to any form of Christian work

2

with proper instructions and training for effectual service".
The Association was incorporated by the State, Jan-

uary 20, 1917 • 3

Havilar:d Quarterly Meeting soon trans-

ferred the property of the Haviland Acadan y to this Associ. e.tion, and the FriendS Kansas Central 'fraining School

opened its doors in its new capacity, September 11, 1917 ,
with Seo tt T. Clark as first President.

4

To get a better conception of the aims and purposes
1. Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes, Nov €ffi b er 6
and 9, 1916.
2. Friends Bible College Board of Trustees, :Minutes, P• 150.
3. The Constitution of Friends b ible College (Pamphlet).

4. Friends Kansas central Bible-Training School, Catalogue,
1917 -1918.
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Fri ends Bible College
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of the institution the following quotations from the
First Annual Catalogue are inserted:
Demancts for the School
For the past decade there has been a heavy
burden on many consecrated hearts for the Lord
to open the wey for a sound Bible Training
School in Kansas Yearly Meeting. Through many
op.POsit.1.ons and dark ple.ces the way gradually
opened up in answer to earnest prayers. In the
past few years many of our promising young
Christian workers have gone to Indiana, Ohio,
and California to a training school, taking
them far from home and at a great extra expense
of transportation. The necessity of, and the
demand for, sound orthodox teaching of the
Word of God, is the reason for founding this
Training School. Since it seems that such
teaching is not given in other regular schools
of education it 1s deemed best to establish a
school primarily for that purpose.
Aim of the School
Our aim is not to give a so-called advanced
theological education but primarily to teach the
:English Bible and train Christian workers for
the Lord's vineyard; our work includes a twoyear preparatory course and is in 10 way designed
to ante.gonize or interfere with the advanced work
of our Bible chool already in the yearly meeting. 1
Our work is for those younger members of our
church who feel a definite Divine cell to the service
of the Lord, and who feel a need of due preparation
for that service. We therefore seek to secure for
each student the most perfect Christian experience
possible, including thorough regeneration, entire
sanctification, and a vital personal acquaintance
with God. We hold strictly to the Bible as the
word of God, and aim to secure such skill in handling it as to enable our graduates to bring men to
Christ.
1. The Fri ends Uni vers 1 ty Biblical School.
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Fundamental Doctrines
We 'earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints' . We teach an undaunted faith
in the Bible as the inspired word of God, and its
unimpeachable authority as touching the revelation
of God's will to man. We therefore hold and teach
the following doctrines:
1. The Scriptural Trinity of the Godhead.
2. The creation of the first human parents
in Goa's image--holy and perfect.
3. The fall of man through disobedience.
4. Total depravity of the human race through sin.
5. All accountable persons are sinners by actual
transgressions.
6. The necessity of the 'new birth' to restore
fall en man to unity with God.
7. The sustitutionary atonement by the death and
blood of Jesus Christ--the sinner's only hope.
8. The miraculous virgin birth of Jesus, the son
of God and Savior of the world.
9. Repentance toward God, faith in Jesus Christ,
and restitution to man ere neceasary to pardon
and regenerat.1 on.
10. The personal second coming of Christ for His
bride--the church.
11. Christ's fUture personal rule on earth.
12. The resurrection of both the just and the unjust.
13. The final separation of the righ teous into
heaven, for the wicked into AVerlasting torment.
14. The office work of the Holy uhost:
(a) coovie~ing of sin and leading toward Christ.
(b) Witnessing to our acc~tance by the Father.
(c) Sanctifying the believer's heart.
( d) Guiding and controlling the consecrated life.
( e) Keeping the sanctified life free from sin.
Entrance Requirements
As this school is a place for studying God's
Word and preparing for the service of the Lord, we
feel that worldly persons would find nothing congenial nor of common interest here; we there f'ore
expect every student-~~ enters, to be a Christian,
or at least willing to accept Christ at the earliest opportunity. No special educational requirements are made for entering the Bible course, but
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to obtain the best results one should have an
academic or high school education. The main requiranent is feeling the call of God and a desire
to prepare for that work.
To enter the academic course the student must
have finished the common s choo1.
Graduation Requirements
In order to canplete the Bible course, eighty
hours' work must be done •••• Upon the completion
of this course there will be granted a diploma
fran the Bible Training School. To complete the
academic course sixteen uni ts work must be done ••••
Graduates are required to prepare and deliver a
public oration.
General
No competitive athletics will be engaged in,
but students are urged to take exercise and recreation to maintain good health, and enable vigorous
study.
All students are required to attend church
services on abbath morning and evening.
A students' prayer meeting will be held once
a week, conducted mainly by the s tuaents, for 1
spiritual refreshment to students and teachers.
A new stucco building, costing r10 ut i15,000 , was
dedicated on April 26, 1918 •

2

One wing of the old
3
Academy building was converted into a dormitory.
To become a manber of the Associ a.ti on a person
needed to subscribe to the doctrinal statement as recorded in the Pre-amble to the Cons ti tuti on, pay an
annual manbersbip fee of one dollar, and be voted a
1. Friends Kamas Central Bible Training chool, Catalogue,
19 l 7 -1918 , p P . 5 -8 , 19 •
2. Fri ends Hi bl e College, Minutes , arch 4, 1918 •
3•

.lliJ!•,

January 14, 1918.
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manb er by a two-thirds vote at a regular meeting of the
Ass oci ati on .

If one desired to beeome a 11 f e member,

he could do so by paying fifty dollars in a lump sum or
ten dollars a year for five consecutive years.

1

Though

a member of any denomination might join the association,
only Quakers were eli gi bl e to be elected members of the
2

board of trustees •

Fri ends Bible College

The institution continued as a Bible Training
School and Academy until

ay 28 1 1930 1 when the

Association at 1 ts annual meeting voted to add a junior
college department.
Bible College. 3

The name was changed to Friends

The purpose of the college was to give

"advanced training guarded against rationalism, evolution,
and teachings which undennine faith in the Bible."

4

After ei. ghteen years of sacri fi ci al s rvi ce Scott
T . Clark resigned as president of the institution in

the Spring of 1935 .

Bernard Mott , elected to succeed

him, served for two years.

Charles Beals was made

president 1 n the summer of 19 37 and is s ti 11 serving in
that cap ac1.. t Y• 5
1. Friends Bible College Constitution, P• 5.
2. FriendS Bible College, Catalogue, 1930-31, P • 5.
3. Friends Bible college, Minutes, vol. I, p • 135 •
Jan . 14, and Feb . 4, 1935,· J e.ruary 4, 1937 •
4 Ibid

. _.,

5. !E.!,.Q•
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The college had an enrollment of sevt:tlty-eight
for the year 1940-41 , thirty- two in the Academic department and thirty- six in the Bible Training and Junior
College departments .
years .

This is an increase over earlier

Since a public high school is operating success-

fully in the town of Haviland, most of the swdent body
of the college and Academy come from surrounding communities and bordering states .
The welfare of the institution fluctuates from
year to year as the crop conditions vary , but it has continued to function through some very serious crises , and
at the present time it has every expectation of continuing

to contribute to the educational and religious advance -

ment of the church and community .
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CHAPTER IX

CONCLUSION

The development of Friends education in Kansas has
been depicted during the t o eras of the State's history
while Under United States control--the period from 1832
to 1854 when 1 t was designated by the Federal statutes
as Indian Territory and the~ rlod from 1854 to the
present when it was a Kans as Tern tory and a State.

For

the first period the educational program ,ras a missionschool to the Indians with organi zaU onal headquarters
in the Eastern states, principally Indiana.

In the

latter period the educational ins ti tu~ .ons were conducted
by and for the Quaker settlers who cane, fran 1854 to 1861,
with the two-fold idea of pre-empting free land and of

making Kansas a state free from slavery.

After Kansas

became a state, the sole migratory motive was land.
By much sacrificial effort ten schools of the
secondary level, called academies, were organized--the
first in 1878 and the last in 1906.

The aims were to

provide higher education and to develop character based
on religious principles.

The later-insU tuted, tax-
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supported, public high schools ran such strong competition that they have superseded all but two of the academies,
Northbranch and Haviland.
The portrayal of the development of the Friends
colleges has been delineated.

Because of the collapse of

the Wichita boom John Bright University never reached
fruition.

Friends University, a gift to the Friends in

1898 by a Quaker philanthropist, is still in operation.

Fri ends Bible College, started solely as an academy, converted into a ministerial school, and later incorporated

into a junior college, is also in operation.

Thus

closes the historical record of Friends edUcation in
Kansas to the year 1941 •

In conclusion, the aim of this thesis has been to
present an objective study of the educational development
of the Fri ends schools in Kansas wi tho .., 1 nj ecti ng any
interpretive material.

165

APPENDIX

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books
Barclay, Robert .

A Catechism and Confession of Faith.

Ph1ladelph1 a: 1843.

129p.

Robert Barclay was a Quaker Theologian who
wrote in the seventeenth century.
Columbian History of Education in Kansas.

Topeka,

Press of the Hamil ton Printing Company, 1893.
Compiled by Kansas E:ducators, published under
the auspices of the Kansas Historical oci ety, for
the Columbian ~position, 1893, commemorating the
400th anniversary of the discovery of America .
Fellow, Henry

c.

and Melissa S.

Semi-Centanni al His tori cal

Sketch of Kansas Yearly Meeting of Fri ends, Wichita,
Friends Books Supply, 1921 .

59p .

Covers the period from 1872 to 1921.
Harvey, Henry.

History of the Shawnee Indians From the

Year 1681 to 1854, Inclusive .

Morgan and

ons, 1855.

Concinnati, ~hraim

316p .

Out of print and very rare . One copy in the
Kansas State His tori cal Society's Archives and one
in the Friends Bible College library, Haviland,
Kansas.

166

Kittle , Fl ora

arvey .

Shawnee Indians in ~ansas .

32p .

No publisher or date listed . 1xtracts from
the diary of Matilda Smith, a young teacher at the
ssion in 1849-50 , are included . rtare pamphlet .
One copy in Archives of Kansas tate Historical
Society . One in possession of Frank Brown, Ha.vi l and, Kansas.
McDaniel , Ethel hi ttle .

1'he Contribution of the Society

of Friends to Education in Indiana .
Indiana Historical

ociety , 1939 .

Indianapolis,
113p .

A splendid pi ace of work .
Prentis , Noble L .

A History of Kans as .

Topeka , Caroline

E . Prentis, 1904 .
State

uperintendent of Public Instruction .
Reports .

Biennial

1887-88 ; 1895 -96; 1901 - 02 .

Souven1 r of l<~ri ends ...ichools .
No aut hor, publisher , or date listed . A reprint
fran The Nestern Work , Oskaloosa, Iowa . Probably
written in 1899 . ---X-Copy in the FriendS University
library, 1Vichita, Kansas .
Transactions of the Kans as
Topeka ,

tat e h1 s tori cal "-'OCi ety .

tate Printer .

Coffin, Uliam H. "Settlement of the fri en ds
in Kansas" • PP • 322 to 361 .
r . Coffin wrote in
t he firs t person from first hand knowledge .
Hobbs , Wilson . "The Friends .r..steblis hment in
Kansas Territory" , pp . 2b0-271 . Personal recoll e c tio ns while at the Shawnee Mission , lovembt;; ,
18 50 , to l ovember , 1852 .

167

Periodicals

The Fri end.

Vol. XI-JJ: I: November 18, 1837.

Philadel-

phia, 1937 .

Bound copy in tne rienis University Library,
Wichita , Kansas . A written report of the ~hawnee
Mission .
The

estern FriSld .

Vol . I and II .

Novanber , 1882:

December, 1882; Septanber, 1883.

Cherokee county .

Very rare . All but first four issues in bound
form in the Archives of the Karsas Historical
Society. Published by "Conservative Friends 11
Reports of Spring n1ver Academy .
Newspapers

Haviland Onlooker .

Week following June 4, 1910.

Haviland .

Weekly . Write-up of the "Twer ..,y-fifth Anniversary
of Haviland Monthly eeting" .
Lawrence Journal

1orld .

September 21, 1939 .

Lawrence.

News article on the disposiUon of the .t1esper
Academy building . In Archives of Kansas His tori cal
Society .

Wichita Eagle .

For the year 1887 .

i chi ta.

Nearly oomplete files bound and in the Friends
i chit a, Kans as. Reports on
the John Bright University.
uu.1.. versi ty Library ,

168

Washington County Register.

July 12, 1935•

Washington.

This edition summarized the history of Washington county occasioned by the Diamond Jubilee. Clippings found in "Washington County, Clippings., Vol. 2,
1932-33. ( In Kansas Historical Society Archives).

Minutes of fusiness Proceedings

Fowler Monthly Meeting of Friends, Minutes, 1906 to 1919.
Two volumes, 1906-1911 and 1911-1919, in the
University FriendS Church Vault, Wichita., Kansas.
Friends University Board of Trustees, Minutes , 1907 to 1940.
In the President's Office in F1riends University,
Wichita , Kansas.
Haviland Monthly Meeting of Friends, Minutes .
In the Ravi land State Bank, Haviland, Kansas.
Haviland Academy Board of Trustees, Mi 1..utes , 1892 to 1916.
Two volumes, 1892-1906 and 1906-1916. In the
FriendS Bible College Library, Haviland, Kansas.
Frien.dS Bible College Board of Trustees, Minutes, 19161~40.
Two volumes, 1916-1931 and 1931-1940. In
the possession of the Secretary of the Board .
Kansas Yearly

eeting of Friends, Minutes, 1872-1940.

Bound, and located in the University Friends
Church Vault, Wichita, Kansas.

169

Kansas Yearly Meeting of Friends (Conservative), Minutes, 1908, 1909 .
In the Kansas His tori cal .:.ociety' s Archives .
Northbranch Preparative Meeting, Minutes, 1877-1889.
In Uni -versi ty Friends Church Vault, Wichita,
Kansas .
~orthbranch

onthly Meeting of Friends, Minutes, 1900-1921 .

Two volumes, 1900-1911 and 1911-1921 . In the
University Friends Church Vault, Wichita, Kansas .
Northbranch Academy Board of Trustees, Mirutes, 1889-1922 .
In the possession of M. H . Dillon, Burr Oak ,
Kansas .
Springdale Quarterly

eeting of Fri ends, Minutes .

In University Friends Church Vault, Wichita,
Kansas .
Spring ~1 ver Quarterly

ee ting of Frie ~1ds, Mi nut es,

1896-1921 -

In University Friends Church Vault, Wichita,

Kansas .

walnut Creek Quarterly Meeting of FriendS, Y~nutes,
1877 to 1911 .

Two volumes, 1877 - 1892 and 1892-1911 • In
University Fri ends Church Vault, i chi ta, Kansas •

170

School Cataloguea 1
Friends University, Catalogues, 189 9 to 19 41.
Bound copies in the Office of the President,
Friends Universit-y, Wichita, Kansas.
Grellet Academy, Catalogues, 1890-91; 1893-94.
In the possession of Eva German, Glen Elder,

Kansas.

Haviland Academy, Catalogues, 189 6-97; 1901-02.
In the possession of Melvin Davis, Haviland,
Kansas .
Kansas Central Bible Training Scho ol, Catalogues, for
1917 to 1924 and 1924 to 1931 .
In the possession of Melvin Davis, Haviland,
Kansas .
Friends Bible College , Catalogues, for J.931-32; 1933 to
19 36; 19 37 to 19 42 •
In the poss es sion of !el vi n Davis, Haviland,
Kansas .
Hesper Academy, Catalogues, 1894-95; 1903-04.
In the Archives of Kansas His torical Society,
Topeka, Kans as .
Northbranch Academy, Catalogues, 1902-03; 1910-11; 1915-16;
1922-23; 1929-30; 1931-32; 1933-34; 1934-35.
In the possession of M. H. Dillon, Burr Oak,
Kansas .
1. The places of publication for this list of catalogues
Al"A

l'"lnf

,..,..{

•r--

171

Washi ngton Academy, Catalogues, 1902-03; 1904-05 .
In possession of J . R . Hylana, Washington, Kansas .

Correspondence

Battin, Os car.

Colorado Springs , Colorado, Ap ri 1, 19 40 •

A former pastor at 'ronganoxie who did some research concerning Tonganoxie Ace.demy.

Cox, Mrs . Ruth A .

Galena, Kansas, June 10, 1941 .

A former student of Low el 1 Polytechnic Ins ti tu t e •
bdwards, David. deceased . Written to Herman Newman, Topeka,
Kansas, dated May 26, 19 37.

A copy in the Presi -

dent's 0:ffice of Friends University, Wichita, Kansas .
Harvey, Noah.

Galena, Kansas, June 23, 1941 .

oah Harvey was associated v"' th the ( Conservative)
Spring River Ac&demy .
hatter, J . W.

Washington, Kansas, June 25, 1941 .

Hyland, J . R .

Washington, Kansas, June 11, 1941 .

Mcvicar, Arch E .

ichita, Kansas, April 28, 1941 •

Mr . McVicar is Register of Deeds of Sedgwick
county .
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Henderson, .b,lam .

Hebron , Maine, June 7, 1941.

Mr . Henderson was the first principal of the
Was hi ng to n Academy •
o gan, J. H.

Hardtner, Kansas, March 19, 1941.

Mr . Morgan is a son of William B. Morgan, the
founder of the Lowell Polytechnic Institute.
r.organ,

w.

E.

Mulberry, Kansas, June 19, 1941.

Mr . Morgan is a son of ~illiam B. Morgan, the
founder of the Lowell Polytechnic Institute. He
was teaching in the Institute at the time it was
closed.
R1 ttenoure, Mrs. T.

JJ. .

326 So. Mulberry, Alburquerque,

New Mexico, February 25, 19 41 •
iritten to Miss Etta Berry, Friends University,
Wichita , Kansas, in response to a request for
historical data.
rs. Rittenoure is the daighter
of V. K. Stanley and was a small girl at the time
of the John Bright University promotion. This
letter is in the office of Public .H.el e.t1 ons,
Friends University.
Slaven, Ruby .

Glen Elder , Kans as.

Two letters, one of

April, 1940, and the other of April, 1941.
Miss Slaven is a former student of Grell et
Academy .
Howard, John.

Galena, Kansas, June 2, 1941•

A former student of Was hi rg ton Academy and a
former principal at Fowler Academy and Lowell
Polytechnic Institute .
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Interviews

Brown, Frank

c.

Haviland , Kansas, January 1, 1941.

A student of Haviland Academy in the first
year of its existence; later graduated. He is
the first person to the left in the picture on
page 109.
Dillon,

rs. George.

Wichita, Kansas, May 3a, 1941.

rs. Dillon is the daughter of Philemon and
ary Jones of Tongano:xie and a former student of
Tonga.noxi e Academy.
Dillon, George.

Wichita, Kansas, May 29, 1941.

A graduate from the grammar d~ artment of Grell et Academy. Assisted in the founding of Northbranch Academy.

nun bar,

Mrs . Evelyn.

Haviland, Kans as.

Spring of 19 41.

A graduate of Lowell Polytechnic I nstitute in

1892.

Fellow, Henry C.

Wichita, h.ans as, May 29, 19 41 •

Former Assistant State Superintendent of Public
Instruction and an outstanding Quaker educator of the
early day. A former principal of 1Jashington and
Tonganoxie Academies and a former teacher at Friends
University. For nearly forty years the Kans as
Yearly eeting of Friends Supe rintenaent of Education.
Roberts, A. B.

F'o;1ler, Kansas, February 6, 1941.

A pioneer in the Fowler comnuni ty and a cofounder of Fowler Academy.
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Wood , Ge r a ld·

Friends University,

•ichita, Kansas.

Several interviews on different occasions.
M.r. ood is in possession of valuable correspondence rwtive to the history of John Bright
University, Garfield University, and Friends University. He also is in pos session of the Henry
c. Fellow Collection of photo g raphs of his tori cal
interest.

s c el le neous

Berry, ivliss Etta .

c.

Notes taken of interviews with Henry

Fellow on the history of his life.

of Public

In office

·elations, Fri ends University, Wichita,

Kansas.
Cline, hrs . Elizabeth.

orthbranch Academy, 1939.

A typed manuscript of the No ,.. thbranch Acadany
written to be read and pantomim ed on the Fi'fti eth
Anni vars ary in the fall of 19 39 • A copy in the
possession of rs . Elizabeth Cline, Friendswood,
Texas .
con~nt, Marjorie .
land.

The History of the Friends of Havi-

1937 .

An unpublished manuscript in the Friends Bible
College Library.

Fri ends Kans as Central Bible 'l raining

ch ool Constitution.

The Constitution in pamphlet form in the Office
of the President, Friends Bible College, Haviland,
Kans as.
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Friends University Charter .
In the Office of the President, Friends University , i chi ta, Kans as .
Hailing , n.u t

aj i 1 •

iversity.

The Early His to ry of Fri ends Un-

1940 .

Notes collected and compiled by Ruth ajil
Railing under the direction of w. A• Young . An
unpublished maruscript in the office of the President, Fri ends University, ,Ii chi ta, Kans as .
Stanley ,

s.

Lindley .

A History of the Quaker

at Hesper, Kansas .

July, 1937 .

ettlement

Pittsburg , Kansas .

Kansas State Teachers College Library .
A
Year Books .

aster's thesis .
he 1928 Quaker and The Jubilee Quaker, 1940 .

Year books by the No rthbranch Academy.

Photographs
Photo raphs, copies from the rlenry C. Fellov Collection,
Friends

niversity, Wichita, Kansas; from photo-

graphs in possession of Kansas Historical Society,
Topeka, Kans as;

rank

row n, ~verett WoOdward, and

Charles .deals, Haviland, Kansas .

176

GLOS ARY OF QUAKER TERMS

Academic Department:
Conservative:

hquivalent to high school grades.

The term for the branch of the Quaker

church that continued to conduct "silent meetings", that refused to pay its ministers, and
that followed other practices in vogue in the
Friends church in the middle of the nineteenth
century.
- Earlham College:

See Progressive.
A Quaker college at Richmond, Indiana.

Ma qr Kansas Academy teachers were graduates of
this college.
First Day: Since the days of the week are named for
Roman,

orse., and other page.n god

0

,

the early

Quakers would never speak of t ue days by name.
In all their conver sations, records, and literature t h ey used
''Third-Day11
Fourth Day:

,

11

First-de.i'., "Second-Day".,

etc.

See Fi rs t Day.

Friends: The Quakers believed that Christians were friends
of Jesus, basing their belief on the words of
Jesus in John 15:14, 15; "Ye are my friends, if
ye do whatsoever I command you."

rr,

George Fox:

Founder of the Friends cnurch who lived in

England in the seventeenth century.
Inner Light:

The Friends stressed their belief that every

man, woman, and crrild could have direct access to
God irrespective of the Church, Bible, or preachers.

'I'he term is based on the Scripture in John

1:9 w ere Jesus is spoken of as

11

The True Light

which lighteth every man that cometh into the
worlct.'1

The

11

inner light", therefore, was the

Light of Chris t within man.
Meeting f.9!:. Discipline:

The business meeting of the church.

It was at this time that the nan es of off ending
church members were acted upon.
11

Meeting

Thus, the word

discipline" •

f£r worship :

Any regular religiou

service.

Since

they had no paid ministers and the services were
often silent, Quakers attended to "worship".
Meeting House:

The Quakers considered the Church as

consisting not of

11

brick and mortar 11 but of

all true Christian men and women in all the
world irrespective of denomination.

The

meeting house, therefore, was their house of
worship.
Minute:

Whenever a Quaker wanted to visit churches in

178

another community, state, or nation, he was
given a properly-signed letter of endor'sement
to present to the churches to be visited.
Since the endorsement was an official act of
the governing body, it was -called a
.M.onth:

0

Minute 11

•

The terms ' Fi rs t Mon th", "Second Month" , etc.,
were used because the names of months are derived from Roman pagan ideas and terms.

When

Quakers wrote their dates out in fUll, they appeared as in the following example:

"Fifth-day,

Tenth lonth 11th, 1888."
eeting:

The official term for any organized

local church.

Business meetings are conducted

once a month .
Orthodox:

Congruous with the original bel i ef of the
church.
11

Since both the " Progressive" and the

Conservative" branches of the church maintained

that their doctrines and practices were in accordance with the teachings of George Fox and t h e
Bible, each called its elf the orthodox branch.
However, today it is associated with the "Progress! ve" group .
Penn College:

A Quaker college at Oskaloosa, Iowa.

Prepara.ti ve Meeting:

Before a new local Monthly Me eting

179

is organized it is usually "set up" on probation
as a Preparative Meeting with certain limited
business powers.
Progressive:

The Branch of the Friends after the Church

"split" which·practiced the

11

pastoral system."

See Conservative.
Quaker:

A nickname applied to the Friends because they
believed in being "moved by the Holy Spirit"
(God).

Some have attributed the occasion of

origination to the time George Fox suggested
to an English magistrate that he should "quake
before God. 11
Quarterly Meeting:

A governing body incorporating s ev-

eral Monthly Meetings in a given geographical
area.

Business meetings are held once every

three months .
Society: Since the Friends believed that the church
included all true Christians in the world,
they called their own group the So c1 ety of
Friends .

That was the official name until af-

ter the first world War .
Before the era of a paid minis try, the religious services were conducted one hundred per
cent democratically.

The only presiding agent

was the Holy Spirit , or God .

Every man or
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woman had the right to pray, testify, or preach
in the meeting if he or she felt "led by the
Spirit".
ent.

Often the meetings were entirely sil-

The Official length of time for a reli-

gious service to be held was one hour.

To know

when the sixty minutes were up and to have the
meeting officially dismissed a man was annually
appointed to be the

II

timer 11

•

At the end of the

hours, he dismis sed the meeting by shaking
handS with the man next to him.

'f uen the entire

congregation would shake hands and the meeting
was

11

out 11

•

Of course, when the pastoral system

was instituted, the of.f ice of Timer Vias discontinued.
Yearly Meeting:

A governing body incorporating the

Quarterly Meetings of a large Pr ea, usually a
State, which meets for business once a year.
Kansas Yearly Meeting includes the Quarterly
Meetings in Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and the
Eastern portion of Colorado.
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ROSTER OF ACADEMY TEACHERS
(Because of incomplete records it was i ~ossible to obtain a com-

plete list of the teachers. For example, the Kansas Yearly Meeting,

Minutes, usually reported just the principals and not the assistants)
Grelletl
Year
1882-1883
1883-1884
1884-188
1885-1886
1886-1887
1887-1888
1888-1889
1889-189
1890-1891
1891-1892
1892-1893
1893-189
1894-1895

Princi al

Assistan t

Chas• E· cosand
George N.Hartle
George N.Hartle
Elam Henderson
Elam Henderson
Irvin Stanley
Irvin Stanley
J.w.Marshall
J.w.Marshall
J.w.Marshall
Alva.no c.Goddar
Al vano C. Go ddar

ssistant__

-

33
40

His wife
His wife
Katy Mills

Enrol
ment

Asenath Henderso

His wife

34-

4656
4-8

67

57
77
50
55

s t udent As s 'ts.

Tonganoxie2
Year
1884-188
1885-188
1886-188.
1887-188
1888-188
1889-189
1890-189
1891-189
1892-189
1893-189
1894-189
1895-189
1896-189
1897-189
1898-189
1899-190

Principal

Assistant

wm.P. Trueblood
wm .P. Trueblood
Vlln .)? • True blood
Henry C-Fellow
Henry a.Fellow
Henry a.Fellow
A•W.Jones
O.E.Dixon

Jesse George
Melissa Fellow
Melissa Fellow

Wilson A-Hunt
Richard Haworth
Richard Haworth
Irving King
Irving King
A·E-Jones
EVelyn White

His sister

Assistant

Bnrol ment

VI .P -Haworth

\'{ .P .Haworth

E·D·Wooton
Mary Pickrell

42
39
71
50
73
95

7G

76

97
47
45
68
31

1. :From Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, and Walnut Creek Quarterly
Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports.
2· From Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, and SPringdale Quarterly
Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports.
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HesPer1
Year
:Principal
1884-1885 Irvin Stanley
1885-1886 Wilson H.cox
1886-1887 Irvin Stanley
1887-1888
1888-1889 Chas. H.Edwards
1889-1890 Dnma Clark
1890-1891 Theo. Reynolds
1891-1892 Theo. Reynolds
1892-1893
1893-1894 Theo. Ryenolds
1894-1895 Theo. Reynolds
1895-1896
1896-1897 H.H.Townsend
1897-1898 H.H.Townsend
1898-1899 H.H.Townsend
1899-1900 H.H.Townsend
1900-1901 Arthur J.Bales
1901-1902 Edith smith
1902-1903 Edith Smith (?)
1903-1904 Edith smith
1904-1905 susie L.no
1905-1906 susie L.Dow
1906-1907 John D· Mills
1907-1908 John D·Mills
1908-1909 Lou.is T· Jones
1909-1910 E.E.Hadlay
1910-1911 Chas • T .Mo ore
1911-1912 George Welker

Assistant
RUth Stanley
Alden J. Cox
Lizzie Jessup

Assistant

Enrol]
ment
47
43
51
39

J.H.Hadley
Aurilena Ellis

55

44
55

40
Anna Towns end

31
32
44
41
28

Mary Folger
Mary A-Dow
Mary A•Dow
Della A-Davis
Mrs• v.H.Jones
Anna Bu:f:f
Henrietta Terrell
Ethel Welker

Erma Cloud

29
24
29
27
31
31
36

30
27
27

Washington2
Year

:Principal

1889-1890 Elam Henderson
1890-1891 wm. c.J?idgeon
1891-1892 \Vlll· c.J?idgeon
1892-1893
1893-1894 Henry c.Fellow
1894-1895 H. H. Townsend
1895-1896
1896-1897 Arthur w.Jones
1897-1898 Arthur w.Jones
1898-1899 Arthur w. Jones
1899-1900 Arthur w.Jones
1900-1901 Arthur w.Jones

Assistant

Assistant

Elma ~atson
Maggie Cory
Henry C-Fellow
w.c .J?idgeon

1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports.
2. Ibid.

Enro.11
iment
-

60
120
135
202
190
101
125
106
108

Northbranchl

Year

:Principal
H.H.Townsend
H. H.Townsend
H. H.Townsend
H. H.Townsend
H. H.Townsend
I.R.Haworth
Chas. Marshall
Chas . Marshall
A•H. symons
A·H-symons
Rose H-Robertso
H.H.Townsend
H.H. Townsend
H.H.Townsend
Frank H-Clark
Edna Goodwin
Harvey Jones
D.w .Lawrence
D. w.Lawrence
D·W-Lawrenoe
Arthur a.Bailey
Josephine smith
Emmett Hadley
Emmett Hadley
Emmett Hadley
Frank H. Clark
Frank H. Clark
Stanley Perry
Stanley Perry
Stanley Perry
Lysle Hubbard
Stanley Perry
Paul Michener
Ermin Perisho
Stanley Ferry
c . Floyd Hester
C-Floyd Hester
C·Floyd Hester
a.Floyd Hester
c.Floyd Hester
C-Floyd Hester
C-Floyd Hester
Eli Wheeler
Guy Harvey
Guy Harvey
Guy Harvey

1889-1890
1890-1891
1891-1892
1892-1893
1893-1894
1894-1895
1895--1896
1896-1897
1897-1898
1898-1899
1899-1900
1900-1901
1901 1902
1902"'!1903
1903-1904
1904-1905
1905-1906
1906-1907
1907-1908
1908-1909
191)8-1910
1910-1911
1911-1912
1912-1913
1913-1914 '
1914-1915
1915-1916
1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1919-1920
1920-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1927
1927-1928
1928-1929
1929-1930
1930-1931
1931-1932
1932-1933
1933-1934
1934-1935
1935-1936
1938-1939 Helen Will cuts
1939-1940 Helen Willouts
1940-1941 LudwiP: Corbin

Assistant
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Assistant

Della Dillon
Flora Newlin
Rose Horner
c.c . Haworth
Mrs • Marshall
Rose Haworth
Rose Haworth
Rose Hawor t h
Fred Robertson
S•Edgar Bond
Franois wright
A.Illla Townsend
Edna Goodwin
Gertrude Wiltsee
Edna Goodwin
Cecile ioody
Gertrude Mcclung
Gertrude Mcclung
Elizabeth Bailey
Estella Glover
Estella Glover
Mary Franklin
Lorena a. Kelsey
Mary Franklin
Ethel Townsend
Mabel Salmans
Mabel Salmans
Evelyn Hester
Evelyn Hester
Nellie Wooten
Margaret Hoover
Ellis Beals

Piety Lawrence
Piety Lawrence
A-Glover
Walter Hadley
Martha Griffin
Id.a Lamb
I da Lamb
Char 11 e Taylor
Tres sa Jeffery
Olema Mote
Carri e Hays
Myrtle Roberts
AmJ· Hadley
Amy Hadley
Amy Ha dley
:Pauli ne Hocke t t

Lorna. Howard

Lorene Howar d

Lorna Howard

Ralph Choa te

Versa Harvey
Versa Hari"ey

L. Grace Parker

.ti.1.u:u.L.L

ment
65
55
84
72
52
49
42

82-

46
28
40
26
32
35
39

44

38

31
39
49

55
53

51

4-0
&3
6956
45
43
5-3

69
59

EVerett Craighe~~ Ruth Clark
Everett Craighead Ruth Clark
RUth c.corbin
Nina Weeks

1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports; Northbranch
Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes; Northbranoh Academy
catalogues•
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Lowelll
Year
1892-1893
1893-1894
1894-1895
1895-1896
1896-1897
1897-1898
1898-1899
1899-1900
1900-1901
1901-1902
1902-1903
1903-1904

:Principal

-

Assistant

Assistant

:Pliney GOddard
l?liney Goddard
l?liney Goddard
H.O.Jones
Chas. E· cosand
Chas- E-Cosand
Chas. E·Cosand
Chas. E-Haworth
Chas• a.Haworth
John Howard

Mary Morris

Hetty Hunt

n.H.Holt

w. E.MOri'?:an

Enrol]
ment
32

36

Miss Hunt
Beatrice Barnard
Edith Francisco

71

50
80

Ru.th Haworth

35

23

Haviland2
Year
1892-1893
1893-1894
1894-1895
1895-1896
1896-1897
1897-1898
1898-1899
1899-1900
1900-1901
1901-1902
1902-1903
1903-1904
1904-1905
1905-1906
1906-1907
1907-1908
1908-1909
1909-191
1910-1911
1911-1912
1912-191
1913-191
1914-1915
1915-191
1916-191

l?rinoipal

Assistant

Albert F-styles Cora. Knowlton
Albert F· style Etta Mccarroll
James McMeen
Effie l?yle
Harvey Crumley Olive Folger
Harvey Crumley Olive Folger
Harvey Crumley Olive F-Crumley
Emmett Hadley
Annie J.Hodgin
Annie J.Hodgin
Earl Harold
Albert J.wall
Clara E.Oneil
T Homer coffin Mary Folger
J.Her chel coff ·n l?earl Dean
Pearl Dean
H-Lulu Dean
Milton Kenworthy Emily Johnson
Mil ton Kenv1orthy Esther Cha se
Li zzie Bradshaw
.Penina /ilson
Nellie Benton
Frank H· Clark
Rachel Joyoe
Frank H. Clark
Maria Francisco
Frank H.clark
Henry Townsend Anna Townsend
Henry Townsend Anna Townsend
Vera Harri
W• A• Young
S• C• Riggs
»nmett Hadley
l?earl Horine
Emmett Hadley
Ethel Town end
Frank H. Clark

Assistant

ment
47
25
47
61
38
50
50
35

0

Mary Albertson
Ethlyne Wi lson
Je s sie Hudson
J . K. Jenkins

54
50
50
30
28
53

43

42
66
6-9

6-5

61

30
41

1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, Eduoational Reports; spring

River Quarterly Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports.

2 . Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports; Haviland
Academy Board of Trustees, Minutes; There is no tabulation
given for Academic DePartment after the Bible School was
n-rD'aYI;

,.,.on .

Fowler 1
Year
-

1906-1907
1907-1908
1908-1909
1909-1910
1910-1911
1911-1912
1912-1913
1913-1914

:Principal
Henry Townsend
Henry Townsend
Henry Tewnsend
Henry Towns end
E•E•Hadley
John Howard
John Howe.rd
Sylvester Chane~

Assistant
Anna
Anna
Anna
Mary
Mary
Mary

Townsend
Townsend
Tovmsend
Franklin
Franklin
Franklin
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Assistant
Milton Kenworthy
Mar tha.Little
Inez Kenworthy

1. Kansas Yearly Meeting, Minutes, Educational Reports.

Enrol]

ment
37
54

35

44
3-4
61
42
32
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ROSTER OF SHA.WNEE MISSION PERSONNELsl
{Only the superintendents and teachers are listed in so far as
is known by the author)
Year

superintendent

.83-7 -40
.840-42
.842-43
.845-45
.845-!7

Moses Pearson and wife
Henry and Ann Harvey
Thomas and Esther French
Thomas and Mary Stanley
Thomas and Hannah Wells

.847-48
.848-49

Jesse & Elizabeth Harvey
Elizabeth Harvey

.849-50
.850-52
852-53
853-54
854856-57
857-58
858-59
859-60
860-61
861-64

Thomas and Hannah Wells
Thomas and Hannah Wells
Cornelius & Phoebe Douglas
Cornelius & Phoebe Douglas
Davis Thayer

Jeremiah Hadley and wife

Simon
Simon
Simon
Simon
James

and
and
and
and
and

Mary Harvey
Mary Harvey
Mary Harvey
Mary Harvey
Rachel Stanley

Teachers
Mary H· Stanton, Elias Newby
David Jones
Thomas and Hannah wells
Thomas and Hannah Wells
zeri and Miriam Hough
Richard & Sarah Mendenhall
Richard & Sarah Mendenhall
wm. F· Harvpy and sister
Sarah T· Harvey
John steward, :Matilda Smith
Wilson and zelinda Hobbs
Wilson and zelinda Hobbs
Rober t and Rachel styles
Richard Mendenhall
Martha To,msend
Martha Townsend
Gulie Elma Harvey
(?)

Lydia Butler (Later Hinshaw)
Henry and Anna Thorndyke

• compiled from Kittle, Flora Harvey. Shawnee Indians in Kansas;
Excerpts from the annual reports of Commissioner ot Indian .
Affairs as reported by Hobbs, Wilson. "The Friends Esta.blis~ent
in Kansas Territory", Kansas Historical society Collections, and
coffin, William H. "Settlement of the Friends in IGinsas"· Ibid.

